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Abstract

One of the aims of this study is to reconsider the Sophists' rhetoric of argumentation,
because the bad reputation that has remained attached to them is due to the Platonic
distortion of their thoughts, making them mere deceitful demagogues. Therefore, their
rhetoric is not entirely in vain, as they were the wise men of their time, skilled at
improvising the arts of argumentative discussions revolving around the possible in public
seminars. They have even proved that knowledge is relative. It may or may not exist.
Everything, according to them, is likely to be true or false, and rhetorical discourse alone can
be judged as truthful and existant.

The study also sought to clarify some aspects of Plato’s objection to Sophistic rhetoric, as
reason is the mainstay of Plato’s philosophical discourse. Therefore, he criticized the
Sophistic discourse, considering it a tickling of the listeners' ears, and a type of demagogy
that threatens Athenian democracy, as it is a non-dialectical discourse that is not based on
questioning. Its basis is addressing others as a way to convince them of assumptions and
opinions, and its goal is to enjoy what is said by the speaker and the listener. It is a seductive
argumentative discourse based on the possible and the probable, and therefore it is a useless
persuasion, as it only conveys belief, but not certain knowledge such as the conviction of the
existence of God.

Key Words: Sophistic rhetoric — Sophistic argumentation — dialectic — Platonic dialectic
dialogue — Platonic theological argumentation.
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