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Abstract

The study aimed to analyze the Battery of Tests for Cognitive Abilities (EPOC) according to the
results of the "METSAV" proficiency and development test for the Arabic language for eighth-grade
students in the preparatory stage. The research variables included verbal divergent thinking at the
beginning of stories, integrated verbal thinking at the end of stories, story beginnings, story
characters, and gender. These variables were analyzed according to the METSAV components
(reading comprehension, language knowledge, writing expression, and overall score).

The researcher employed a quantitative correlational approach, with a sample of 32 male and female
eighth-grade students from Arab community schools in Israel. The METSAV test results and the
"IBOOK" latent creativity scale proposed by Barbot, Besancon, and Lubart (2011; Arabic version
by Yamin, 2012) were used. This scale measures two different types of thinking processes:
exploratory/divergent thinking and convergent/integrative thinking.

The study found statistically significant differences in the verbal divergent thinking at the end of
stories, indicating lower levels in terms of knowledge and written expression. Additionally, there
were significant differences in integrated verbal thinking concerning METSAV sections, with lower
significance levels in the integrated thinking regarding story titles concerning the average score,
reading comprehension, and language knowledge in METSAV. Moreover, there were significant
differences in the significance level for story beginnings concerning METSAV sections, indicating
lower significance levels for the average score and reading comprehension in METSAV. Finally,
there were significant differences in the significance level for the gender variable in all METSAV
sections.

The study recommends enhancing teaching methods that support latent creativity, especially for
preparatory stage students, as this stage is crucial in the transition from formative to self-reliance
stages. Additionally, it suggests assessing students' proficiency in all METSAV components for
language subjects to enrich and improve them, along with considering linguistic courses that focus
on developing students' language abilities and enhancing teaching methods for language instructors.
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