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Abstract

The evaluation of textbooks contributes to the development of educational practice. And if
maps are the most important documents in geography lesson, and considering that graphic
semiotics is one of the entry points for evaluating maps, then there is no escape from
adopting this science in formatting maps of geography textbooks.

The study has discussed the topic through the following central question: "Are maps in
geography textbooks subject to the graphic semiotics rules as determined by
geographical literature?" This branched out the following questions: What are the rules of
graphic semiotics as set by geographical literature? Are the maps in textbooks compatible
with these rules? How can these maps be produced in light of the rules of graphic semiotics?
The research has started from the central hypothesis: "The contents of textbooks do not
align with the rules of graphic semiotics as defined by the geographical literature"
From this, Subsidiary hypotheses has been branched out stating:

- There is no significant relationship between the cartographic expression in geography
textbooks and the rules of graphic semiotics.

- An educational curriculum which does not align with the rules of graphic semiotics
produces graphic expression which hinder learning.

- There is a meaningful relationship between enhancing graphic semiotics in the geography
curriculum and enhancing learning through maps in the textbook.

The study has simplified the rules of graphic semiotics through Jacques Bertin, and
diagnosed and interpreted the semiotic status of maps in textbooks of secondary education. It
has also observed their impact on the quality of learning. Finally, it suggested using the rules
of graphic semiotics in enhancing maps in textbooks.

Key Words: Graphic semiotics - Textbook - Diagnostic Evaluative Study
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