
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

RESEARCH TITLE   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 1 Department of English, College of Education for Humanities Sciences, University of Diyala, Diyala, Iraq 

HNSJ, 2024, 5(1); https://doi.org/10.53796/hnsj51/21 

Published at 01/01/2024                                                    Accepted at 23/12/2023                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HNSJ 
 

Humanities & Natural 

Sciences Journal 

ISSN: (e) 2709-0833 

www.hnjournal.net  

Peer-Reviewed Journal 
Indexed at: NSP - SJIF 

Impact Factor 2022 = 4.91 
 

 

Gypsy Woman Between Romanticism and Racism 

Nour Imad Zaki1
 

Abstract  

This research discovers the significance of the Gypsy Woman between Romanticism and 

Racism, revealing the tangled emotions and images of Gypsy Women within these contexts. 

Taking a close look at the idealised and romanticised image of the Gypsy woman during the 

Romantic era and the systemic racism faced by Gypsy people, including Gypsy women, 

throughout history, the study seeks to challenge stereotypes and foster a deeper 

understanding of the intersecting factors of gender, race, and culture in shaping their 

experiences. The research findings highlight the influence of Romanticism in perpetuating 

idealised images of Gypsy Women, fueled by Orientalist and exoticist tendencies, while also 

emphasising the impact of racism in shaping their lives. The study underscores the need to 

critically examine and dispel misconceptions surrounding Gypsy women, encouraging open-

mindedness toward other cultures, accepting individual differences, and eliminating bias 

and discrimination. 

http://www.hnjournal.net/
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I. Introduction 

1. The Significance of Gypsy Woman Between Romanticism And Racism 

"Gypsy Woman Between Romanticism And Racism" holds significant importance in 

highlighting the intricate and multifaceted experiences of Gypsy Women within the realms of 

Romanticism and racism. This title seeks to draw attention to the juxtaposition between the 

romanticised, idealised image of the Gypsy Woman prevalent during the Romantic era and the 

harsh realities of racism and discrimination endured by Gypsy women throughout history 

(Smith,2018). 

Romanticism, a cultural and artistic movement that flourished in the late 18th and early 

19th centuries, often portrayed Gypsy Women as enigmatic, exotic, and untamed figures. These 

romanticised depictions, influenced by Orientalist and exoticist tendencies, played a role in 

perpetuating stereotypes about Gypsy Women, reinforcing cultural biases, and othering them from 

mainstream society. The title emphasises the significance of Romanticism in shaping and 

perpetuating such idealised images (Smith,2018). 

On the other hand, racism represents the systemic prejudice and marginalisation Gypsy 

people, including Gypsy Women, have faced throughout history. The Romani community has 

historically been subjected to racial discrimination, stigmatisation, and exclusion in various 

societies. The title underscores the importance of racism in shaping the experiences of Gypsy 

Woman, shedding light on the challenges and inequalities they have encountered as a result of their 

racial identity (Smith,2018). 

By framing the discussion around the Gypsy woman's position between Romanticism and 

racism, the title explores the tension between romanticised representations and the lived realities of 

Gypsy women. It aims to delve into the complexities of identity, agency, and resistance within this 

context, ultimately challenging stereotypes and fostering a deeper understanding of the intersecting 

factors of gender, race, and culture in shaping the experiences of Gypsy women (Johnson,2021). 

2. Contextual background on the concept of a "Gypsy Woman": 

The Romani people are a multiethnic group with South Asian origins and a long migration 

history throughout Europe and beyond. Still, the stereotype of a "Gypsy Woman" is deeply 

ingrained in their historical and cultural representations. Handling the matter with compassion and 

respect is crucial, as "Gypsy" is generally considered a misnomer and can be seen as pejorative 

(Fonseca,1995). Nomadic practices, specialised languages, lively music, and distinctive social 

norms are only some aspects of Romani culture. However, they have been subjected to prejudices, 

discrimination, and marginalisation for quite some time (Ibid.). 

In the framework of popular imagination, the image of a "Gypsy Woman" has been heavily 

influenced by romanticised portrayals in literature, art, and media, particularly during the 

Romantic era in the 18th and 19th centuries. Romanticism often depicted Gypsy women as free-

spirited, mysterious, and seductive figures, embodying an exotic and untamed allure. Orientalist 

tropes often influenced these representations and were fueled by a fascination with Romani 

culture's perceived "otherness" (Hancock,2002). 

These romanticised depictions contributed to the construction of stereotypes surrounding 

Gypsy women, perpetuating notions of hypersexuality, fortune-telling, and a nomadic lifestyle. 

Such stereotypes, however, do not accurately reflect the diverse experiences and identities of 

Gypsy women, nor do they capture the challenges they face in reality (Ibid). 

It is crucial to recognise that these stereotypes have had real-world consequences, 

reinforcing prejudice and discrimination against the Romani community, including Gypsy women. 

Gypsy women have been subjected to systemic racism, social exclusion, and economic 

marginalisation, which have limited their access to education, healthcare, and employment 

opportunities (Matras,2005). 
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Contextualising the concept of a "Gypsy Woman" involves understanding the historical and 

cultural factors that have shaped their representation, acknowledging the complexities of their 

lived experiences, and challenging the stereotypes that often overshadow their true identities and 

contributions to society. It is important to approach the topic with cultural sensitivity, respect for 

diversity, and a commitment to dispelling misconceptions (Matras,2005). 

3. A brief overview of Romanticism and Racism as relevant themes 

Romanticism was a European cultural and artistic movement during the late 18th and early 

19th centuries. It sought to challenge the rationality and scientific focus of the Enlightenment era 

by emphasising emotions, individualism, imagination, and a connection with nature. Romanticism 

celebrated the subjective experience, the sublime, and the exploration of the human spirit. It 

profoundly influenced literature, music, art, and philosophy, impacting Western culture . 

(Williams,2011). 

Within the context of Romanticism, the concept of the "Other" and exoticism played a 

significant role. The fascination with the unknown, the distant, and the mysterious led to depicting 

foreign cultures and peoples as objects of fascination and idealisation. This often resulted in the 

creation of romanticised stereotypes, perpetuating a distorted and superficial understanding of non-

Western cultures. While Romanticism sought to explore the depths of human experience and 

emotions, it also carried the risk of exoticising and essentialising other cultures (Ibid.). 

However, racism is defined as the systematic discrimination, oppression, and 

marginalization of persons based on their racial identity due to a belief in the inherent superiority 

or inferiority of specific races. Slavery, colonialism, segregation, and racial profiling are just a few 

of the many historical manifestations of racism. It's a harmful philosophy that spreads worldwide 

and keeps societal inequities at every level: social, economic, and political (Gilroy,1993). 

The intersection of Romanticism and racism is evident in how certain racial groups were 

portrayed during the Romantic era. Non-European peoples, including indigenous peoples and the 

Romani community, were often exoticised, objectified, and subjected to stereotypes in literature, 

art, and popular culture. Romantic depictions frequently portrayed these racialised "Others" as 

primitive, mysterious, and alluring, fueling the imagination of the European audience (Ibid.) . 

This romanticised portrayal, however, often disregarded the complex realities and rich 

cultural histories of these communities. It reinforced stereotypes, perpetuated racial biases, and 

contributed to the marginalisation and discrimination faced by these groups in society 

(Clifford,1988). 

Understanding the relationship between Romanticism and racism involves critically 

examining how romanticised ideals and racial prejudices intersected during this period. It requires 

recognising the impact of these representations on marginalised communities and exploring the 

ongoing implications for contemporary discussions on race, identity, and cultural representation 

(Ibid.). 

II. Literature Review 

1. The Romanticized Image of the Gypsy Woman 

The romanticised image of the Gypsy Woman occurred during the Romantic era in the late 

18th and early 19th centuries. Romanticism, a cultural and artistic movement, emphasised 

emotions, individualism, and a connection with nature. Within this context, the Gypsy Woman 

became a subject of fascination and idealisation, often depicted as an enigmatic, exotic, and 

untamed figure (Fraser,2003). 

Romantic literature, art, and music portrayed the Gypsy Woman as a symbol of freedom, 

passion, and rebellion against societal norms. She was depicted as a seductive and mysterious 

character, embodying a sense of wildness and unconventionality. This idealised image drew on 

Orientalist tropes, projecting a sense of otherness and fascination with non-Western cultures 

(Ibid.). 
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Gypsy Woman was often portrayed as fortune-tellers, dancers, or musicians, adding to the 

romanticised allure. Their nomadic lifestyle and close connection to nature were seen as 

expressions of a liberated existence, contrasting with the constraints of conventional society 

(Fraser,2003). 

However, it is important to recognise that this romanticised image of the Gypsy Woman 

was largely a product of cultural imagination and did not necessarily reflect the diverse realities of 

Romani women. These depictions perpetuated stereotypes, exoticised their culture, and reinforced 

cultural biases (Kenrick & Puxon,2013). 

The romanticised image of the Gypsy Woman has had lasting effects on popular culture, 

shaping perceptions and influencing artistic representations even in contemporary times. It is 

essential to approach this image critically, acknowledging the complexities and diversity within 

the Romani community and challenging the perpetuation of stereotypes and cultural appropriation 

(Ibid.). 

A. Romanticism's influence on idealised portrayals of the Gypsy Woman 

Romanticism significantly influenced the idealised portrayals of the Gypsy Woman during 

the 18th and 19th centuries. As a cultural and artistic movement, Romanticism sought to challenge 

rationality and embrace emotions, individualism, and a connection with nature. Within this 

framework, the Gypsy Woman became a captivating and mysterious figure, embodying the 

romantic ideals of freedom, passion, and rebellion (Biddle,2007). 

Romantic literature, art, and music often depicted the Gypsy Woman as exotic and 

untamed. She was portrayed as a symbol of liberation, defying societal norms and embracing a 

nomadic lifestyle. The Gypsy Woman's closeness to nature and ability to commune with the 

spiritual realm were seen as expressions of a heightened spiritual and emotional existence 

(Biddle,2007). 

These idealised portrayals often drew on Orientalist tropes, projecting a sense of otherness 

and fascination with non-Western cultures. The Gypsy Woman was frequently depicted as a 

seductive fortune-teller, a skilled dancer, or a talented musician. These elements added to her 

character's allure and mystique, reinforcing the romanticised image (Matras,2002). 

However, it's important to realize that these idealised portrayals of the Gypsy Woman were 

largely a product of cultural imagination and did not accurately represent the diverse realities of 

Romani women. Such representations often perpetuated stereotypes that exoticised their culture 

and failed to acknowledge the complexities and diversity within the Romani community. 

The influence of Romanticism on the idealised portrayals of the Gypsy Woman has had a 

lasting impact on popular culture. It has shaped perceptions, influenced artistic representations, 

and perpetuated stereotypes even in contemporary times. It is important to approach these 

portrayals critically, recognising the need to challenge stereotypes, promote cultural 

understanding, and respect Romani women's diverse experiences (Matras,2002). 

B. Analysis of the Romanticised Narrative Surrounding Gypsy Women 

The romanticised narrative surrounding Gypsy Women is a complex and multifaceted 

phenomenon rooted in historical, cultural, and artistic contexts (Okely,2007). This narrative 

emerged during the Romantic era and continues influencing popular perceptions and 

representations of Romani women today. An analysis of this romanticised narrative reveals several 

key aspects: 

1. Exoticism and Otherness: The romanticised narrative often portrays Gypsy Women as exotic 

and "Other." They are depicted as belonging to a mysterious and nomadic culture that is 

seen as distinct from mainstream society. This exoticism reinforces a sense of fascination 

and intrigue, perpetuating the idea that Gypsy Women exist outside societal norms. 

2. Freedom and Rebellion: The romanticised narrative emphasises the Gypsy Woman as a 

symbol of freedom and rebellion against societal constraints. They are often portrayed as 
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living on the fringes of society, unbound by traditional rules and expectations. This romantic 

idealisation of freedom and nonconformity reinforces the allure of the Gypsy Woman as an 

embodiment of liberation. 

3. Sensuality and Passion: Gypsy Women are frequently depicted as sensual and passionate 

figures. Their dances, music, and fortune-telling abilities are often portrayed as expressions 

of their intense emotions and heightened spirituality. This portrayal contributes to the 

romanticised image of the Gypsy Woman as a seductive and alluring character. 

4. Stereotypes and Misrepresentation: The romanticised narrative surrounding Gypsy Women 

often relies on stereotypes and misrepresentation. It tends to homogenise the diverse 

experiences and identities within the Romani community, reducing them to a singular, 

romanticised archetype. This perpetuates cultural biases and fails to acknowledge the 

complex realities of Romani women's lives. 

5. Impact and Consequences: The romanticised narrative of Gypsy Women has had significant 

consequences. It has shaped public perceptions, influenced artistic representations, and 

contributed to the marginalisation and stereotyping of Romani women. This perpetuation of 

stereotypes can lead to social and cultural exclusion, reinforcing discrimination and 

prejudice (Stewart,2004). 

It is significant to analyse and challenge the romanticised narrative surrounding Gypsy 

Women critically. By recognising Romani women's complexities, diversity, and agency, we can 

move beyond the exoticised and simplified portrayals and foster a more nuanced understanding of 

their lives, experiences, and contributions to society. 

2. Challenging of the Stereotypes: Voices of Gypsy Women 

A. Empowerment and resistance against romanticised notions 

Empowerment and resistance against romanticised notions refers to the efforts made by 

marginalised communities, including Romani women, to challenge and reclaim their narratives, 

identities, and agency in the face of romanticised stereotypes and misrepresentations. It involves 

actively countering the exoticised and simplified portrayals that perpetuate cultural biases and 

reinforce discrimination (Liégeois,2007). 

Empowerment involves recognising and asserting one's power, voice, and autonomy. 

Romani women, often subjected to multiple layers of marginalisation, have been reclaiming their 

narratives and challenging the romanticised image imposed upon them. They strive to break free 

from the limited and skewed representations, asserting their diverse experiences and identities 

(Ibid). 

Resistance against romanticised notions involves questioning and challenging narratives 

perpetuating stereotypes and misrepresentation. Romani women and their allies engage in 

activism, scholarship, artistic expression, and community organising to counter the harmful effects 

of the romanticised narrative. They work towards creating spaces for authentic representation, 

promoting cultural understanding, and advocating for social justice (Fonseca,1995). 

B. Elaboration of Gypsy Women's agency and self-representation 

Discovering Gypsy Women's agency and self-representation involves examining their 

ability to assert their identities, challenge stereotypes, and shape their narratives. It recognises that 

Gypsy Women are not passive recipients of romanticised portrayals but active agents who actively 

navigate and negotiate their own experiences (Okely,2008). 

Gypsy Women have been reclaiming their agency by engaging in various forms of self-

representation. This includes participating in art, literature, and media to share their stories, 

perspectives, and cultural contributions. Through these creative outlets, they assert their voices, 

challenge misconceptions, and counter the one-dimensional portrayals imposed upon them (Ibid). 

Furthermore, Gypsy Women have been involved in community organising and advocacy to 

uplift their communities. They form networks, organisations, and platforms that provide spaces for 
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collective empowerment and self-representation. By coming together, they challenge the narratives 

that have historically marginalised and silenced them, reclaiming their agency and promoting 

positive change (Steward,2016). 

The exploration of Gypsy Women's agency and self-representation highlights the 

importance of listening to their voices, acknowledging their diverse experiences, and valuing their 

contributions. It recognises that they actively form their narratives and dismantle the romanticised 

notions perpetuating stereotypes. Facilitating a more complete and accurate understanding of 

Gypsy Women's lives, customs, and difficulties requires giving them the agency to identify and 

express themselves. (Steward,2016). 

C. Examples of Gypsy Women challenging racism and stereotypes 

There are some examples of Gypsy Women challenging racism and stereotypes, as follows: 

1. Activism and Advocacy: Gypsy Women have emerged as influential figures in the fight 

against racism and stereotypes. They actively engage in grassroots organisations and 

initiatives that advocate for the rights and dignity of Romani communities. Through their 

activism, Gypsy Women challenge the negative portrayals perpetuated by stereotypes and 

confront the racial prejudices that marginalise their community. By raising awareness, 

organising protests, and advocating for policy changes, they challenge the systemic racism 

that Romani people face and work towards creating a more inclusive and equitable society. 

2. Artistic Expression: Gypsy Women utilise various art forms to challenge racism and 

stereotypes. They employ music, dance, storytelling, and visual arts as powerful self-

expression and cultural preservation tools. Through their artistic endeavours, Gypsy Women 

showcase their rich heritage, challenge misconceptions, and reclaim their narratives. By 

sharing their talents and creativity, they confront the narrow and stigmatising portrayals 

often associated with their community, fostering appreciation and understanding of Romani 

culture. 

3. Education and Advocacy: Gypsy Women actively engage in educational initiatives to 

challenge racism and stereotypes. They participate in workshops, lectures, and awareness 

campaigns to promote cultural exchange, challenge biases, and dismantle stereotypes. By 

sharing their personal experiences and insights, Gypsy Women educate others about the 

realities of their lives, dispelling misconceptions and fostering empathy and understanding. 

Through their advocacy, they contribute to creating more inclusive educational environments 

and challenge discriminatory practices. 

4. Media Representation: Gypsy Women more and more take control of their representation in 

the media to challenge racism and stereotypes. They participate in filmmaking, journalism, 

and digital media platforms, using these avenues to authentically share their stories, 

perspectives, and experiences. By challenging the dominant narratives that perpetuate 

stereotypes, Gypsy Women contribute to a more nuanced understanding of their lives and 

cultures. Through their active involvement in media production and representation, they 

work towards dismantling negative perceptions and promoting positive and accurate 

portrayals of Romani communities. 

5. Political Engagement: Gypsy Women engage in political activity to confront bigotry and 

stereotypes. They fight to have their rights recognised and actively participate in political 

campaigns. Gypsy women are fighting systemic racism and discrimination by speaking out, 

organising their communities, and interacting with policymakers. They are politically active 

because they want a more just and fair society where people of various backgrounds and 

origins are treated with respect and dignity. (Fonseca,1995). 

D.  Analysis of how gender and race intersect in the experiences of Gypsy-Woman  

      The interaction between gender and race impacts the lives of Gypsy Women. It brings attention 

to the obstacles they encounter as both women and members of a minority. Examining how gender 

and race intersect in the experiences of Gypsy Women uncovers intricate dynamics that shape their 
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identities, possibilities and challenges (Collins, 1990). 

Gypsy women often face a range of challenges and disadvantages because of their gender 

and ethnicity. Within their communities, they encounter inequality based on gender, where 

traditional norms and expectations influenced by patriarchy can restrict their independence and 

limit access to education and employment opportunities. Additionally, they also encounter 

discrimination and bias from society, which adds to their marginalization. The combination of 

gender and race further amplifies the hurdles they encounter, shaping their experiences in ways 

(Ibid.). 

Gypsy Women's experiences are influenced by cultural expectations and stereotypes 

associated with their gender and ethnicity. They may confront traditional gender roles and 

expectations that restrict their freedom, limit their choices, and perpetuate inequalities. These 

gendered expectations intersect with racial stereotypes that often portray Gypsy Women as exotic, 

hypersexualised, or asocial. Such stereotypes contribute to their marginalisation and impact how 

others perceive and treat them (Brah,1996). 

Gypsy Women's experiences at the intersection of gender and race can also involve 

resistance and agency. Despite facing multiple forms of discrimination, Gypsy Women exhibit 

resilience and challenge these intersecting inequalities. They engage in various activism, 

advocacy, and community organising to fight against gender-based and racial injustices. Gypsy 

Women assert their agency by reclaiming their cultural heritage, challenging stereotypes, and 

pursuing education and economic opportunities (Ibid.). 

Moreover, the experiences of Gypsy Women at the crossroads of gender and race serve as 

a reminder of the significance of adopting approaches to meet their needs and promote social 

justice. Intersectional frameworks recognise the intertwined nature of forms of oppression and 

privilege, highlighting the imperative to address these dynamics concurrently. By comprehending 

and acknowledging how gender and race intersect in the lives of Gypsy Women, we can strive to 

dismantle inequalities rooted in both gender and race while fostering environments that embrace 

their identities and experiences (Collins, 1990). 

Conclusion 

In summary, the research brings attention to the importance of understanding the role of 

Gypsy Women in Romanticism and racism. It explores the diverse experiences of these women, 

delving into the contrast between the romanticised portrayal prevalent during the era and the harsh 

realities of racism and discrimination they have endured throughout history. Additionally, it 

emphasises how Gypsy women have faced racism and marginalization within the Romani 

community, experiencing discrimination, social stigmatisation and exclusion in various societies. 

These challenges have resulted in access to education, healthcare and employment opportunities. 

Furthermore, this study examines the contrast between portrayals and actual lived 

experiences. It delves into the intricacies of identity, empowerment and opposition within this 

framework, ultimately challenging notions and promoting a comprehension of how gender, race 

and culture intersect to shape the lives of Gypsy women. The research underscores the significance 

of approaching the notion of a "Gypsy Woman” with sensitivity and admiration, acknowledging 

the cultural influences that have defined their portrayal. It calls for dispelling misunderstandings 

while recognising the realities and contributions that Gypsy women make to society. 

Lastly, this research adds to our comprehension of how Romanticism, Racism and the lives 

of women intersect. It underscores the need for endeavors to defy stereotypes, promote inclusivity 

and present a comprehensive and precise depiction of Gypsy women. It is crucial to acknowledge 

and appreciate their voices and experiences within society. 
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