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Abstract

The research aims to assess the extent of inclusion of the content of the Social Studies
textbook for the third intermediate grade in light of the common core skills of the general
education curriculum in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Therefore, the descriptive-analytical
method was employed; the researcher prepared a list of common core skills to be included in
the content of the Social Studies textbook. Then, the list was presented to specialized
reviewers, whose feedback was incorporated into the final list, consisting of six common
core skills for the general education curriculum: critical thinking and problem-solving,
creativity, communication, technology use, self-directed learning, and collaboration and
community participation. Under these skills, there were 32 sub-skills. The researcher
calculated the reliability of the content analysis tool by initially analyzing a sample of the
Social Studies textbook for the third intermediate grade in light of the common core skills.
Then, a re-analysis was conducted after about a month. The reliability coefficient was
calculated using Holsti's method, which was found to be 0.90 for the Social Studies
textbook, indicating a high level of reliability. Subsequently, the textbook was analyzed. The
results showed variations in the inclusion of common core skills from the general education
curriculum in the content of the Social Studies textbook for the third intermediate grade. The
inclusion percentage for communication skills was 33.11%, for critical thinking and
problem-solving skills was 22.31%, and for self-directed learning skills was 25.87%. Some
skills showed a lower inclusion percentage, such as creative thinking, technology use,
collaboration, and community participation. Based on the results, the researcher provided
recommendations and suggestions.
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