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Abstract

The study aims to explore the potential of sustainable tourism using circular economy principles and
framework in the historic city of Karak. The study addresses the importance of ecotourism as a
potential responsible tourism for Karak to both benefit the society and promote environmental
protection and natural resources conservation, but also to protect and conserve the historic
destinations from vandalism and misuse by tourists.

The study found that the existing tourism in Karak lacks essential elements such as appropriate
accommodation, tourism information centers, and even signs marking the locations of important
historic cites such as the prehistoric Madian Water-well or water-spring, not to mention signs
showing the way to find the cite and boards with information. However, the study found Karak to be
an important tourist destination in Jordan with unique attractions both historical and religious,
despite all lacking tourism infrastructure. The study also found a good potential for farms and
indigenous experience ecotourism in Karak, providing community participation is invited and
rewarded.

The study recommended making the shift from linear to circular economy in designing and

building the infrastructure for the development and marketing of large-scale tourism in Karak.
building circular economy with its regenerative nature and mission to eliminate waste and rethink
and redesign the way businesses and activities are conducted is considered the way to go for Karak,
with community participation and support by authority in appropriate legislations both to regulate
tourism and support business making the shifts to circular economy. This recommendation was also
supported by the finding that most tourism infrastructure is yet to be built which is making it easier
to start sustainably.
The study relied on the descriptive analytical approach, as the most prominent approach that is
based on analyzing the social phenomenon by explaining its characteristics, forms, relationships,
and factors influencing it. Through the approach, ecotourism and the circular economy in the
historic city of Karak were described and analyzed.

Key Words: ecotourism, circular economy, Karak city, sustainable tourism, historic cite tourism, castle
tourism, SMEs shift to circularity, MENA Region, religious tourism, community participation
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