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Abstract

The relationships between China and the GCC countries are ancient historical relations.
Still, some factors have influenced them, such as the pattern of the international system
during the Cold War, the appeal to ideology, and the nature of the GCC countries'
relationship with the United States of America. Therefore, diplomatic relations between
them began in the last quarter of the twentieth century and accelerated with the beginning of
the twenty-first century's first decade. That leads to growth at a very rapid pace because of
the change in China's foreign policy strategies and changes in the conditions of the Gulf
region. Hence, the joint construction of the One Belt, One Road initiative began; this is the
primary area of cooperation between China and the GCC nations. As a result, China has just
surpassed the European Union as the GCC nations' top commercial partner.

This study explores the dynamics of the growing relationship, its nature, and its domains
based on addressing its approach to national interest. The study was divided into three axes:

1. It presents the characteristics of Chinese foreign policy.
2. It views the Belt and Road economic initiative as a basis for China's relations with the
countries of the world.
It deliberates Chinese foreign policy towards the GCC countries considering the Belt and
Road initiative.

Key Words: Chinese politics, Gulf Cooperation Council Countries, Belt and Road, String of Pearls.
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