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Abstract

There is no doubt that the Tunisian government faces a challenge in getting the country out of its
political and economic impasse, but this situation requires a comprehensive reform of the
educational system as a whole, which constitutes one of the most important pillars of political,
economic and social development. This is done by achieving the quality and independence of
educational institutions and the success of their goals, while preserving the foundations of the
national curricula that enabled Tunisians to participate in democratic transformation and institution
building decades ago.
It is also necessary for the Tunisian government to pay attention to regional and international
developments regarding any higher education reform strategy. For example, the Tunisian
government seeks to reform higher education through the five phases of reforming the educational
system since the declaration of independence in 1956.
In addition, and within the framework of Tunisia's openness to the African continent, which
confirms the depth of cooperation and exchange between them, Tunisia has facilitated the
procedures for absorbing a large number of African students in universities, as well as providing
scholarships to African students in various disciplines in the public and private sectors in Tunisian
institutions.
On the other hand, Tunisia faced challenges within the educational institution, the most important of
which is the lack of independence of the educational institution, as well as the lack of financial
resources necessary to achieve its goals, and the lack of involvement of these institutions in public
policies. Likewise, political, economic and social challenges affected the reform process, despite the
achievements made. Accordingly, the process of reforming higher education in Tunisia is still slow
compared to the desired reform goals, and this is what made the success of this reform process
dependent on reality and tangible challenges, especially the political challenge. Thus, there is a
direct relationship between the reform process and the political changes since the declaration of
independence in Tunisia in 1956. The study will depend on the historical method and the content
analysis method.
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