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Abstract

No previous studies have tackled the applicability of Labov's narrative superstructure as
far as the researcher is concerned from a contrastive perspective. The present study aims at
investigating the applicability of Labov model (1972) [abstract - orientation - complicating action-
evaluation - resolution - coda] to five selected English and five selected Arabic short stories for the
sake of finding out the differences and similarities between these short stories. The methodology of
the study is that the selected English and Arabic short stories are going to be analyzed in the light of
Labov's model of the narrative superstructure. The study is theoretically significant since it
identifies the narrative superstructure of the selected English and Arabic short stories. It is also
practically significance because it helps researchers who have the interest in contrastive studies
make use of such kind of data in their studies if both Arabic and English short stories share the
same narrative superstructure. Finally, as it has been concluded by the present study, it is obvious
that the narrative superstructure of labov (1972) is applicable to these English as well as the Arabic
ones, but with some exceptions concerning both of them.
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1. Introduction

The applicability of Labov's narrative superstructure to English and Arabic
short stories has not been talked previously as far as the researcher knows. The present
study is going to investigate the narrative superstructure of five selected English short
stories and five selected Arabic ones by analyzing these short stories according to
William Labov model (1972).

The present study aims at identifying the narrative superstructure of English
and Arabic short stories by checking the workability of Labov's (ibid) narrative
superstructure in such genre to find out the differences and similarities between the
English and the Arabic ones.

It is hypothesized that Labov's model (ibid) of the narrative superstructure is
completely applicable for both English as well as Arabic short stories.

The methodology of the present contrastive analysis is that five selected
English short stories and five selected Arabic ones are to be analyzed according to the
model of Labov (ibid) to identify their narrative superstructure which is supposed to be
applicable within the limits of the present study.

This investigation is limited to the narrative superstructure of five selected
English and Arabic short stories of different author for each.

The present study has a theoretical significance in that it identifies the narrative
superstructure of English and Arabic short stories, and a practical one in that it helps
researchers who are interested in contrastive studies make use of such kind of data in
their studies if both Arabic and English short stories share the same narrative
superstructure.

2. Literature Review
A set of pivotal notions need to be considered Before getting into deep water.
2.1 Discourse Analysis :

Discourse analysis is a method of analyzing the structure of texts or
utterances which are longer than one sentence, considering both their linguistic content
and sociolinguistic context (Adolphus:2022).

Discourse analysis is considered as a level of linguistics that refers to a
research method for studying written or spoken language in accordance with its social
context. The aim of discourse analysis is to get a deeper understanding of how
language is used in real life situations (Luo, 2019).

2.2 Modes of Discourse Analysis :

Barzilay and Kan (2017) refer to that there are four modes of discourse analysis
which there is a need to shed light on them, asin 2.2.1 .

2.2.1 Narrative discourse analysis is a mode of discourse analysis in which an event
or a set of events are introduced into the universe of discourse. These events are
temporally related according to narrative time.

2.2.2 Expository discourse analysis is a mode of discourse analysis that has a
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function of explanation or giving instruction. This mode provides background
information in narrative contexts. The information presented should be general and
well accepted truth.

2.2.3 Descriptive discourse analysis is a mode of discourse analysis that re-produces,
invents, or clearly shows what things look like in accordance with the five senses, so
that the reader can imagine what is being described.

2.2.4 Argumentative discourse analysis is a mode of discourse analysis that makes a
viewpoint and proves its validity towards a topic for the sake of convincing the reader.

The present study is going to tackle the superstructure of the narrative discourse as
suggested by Labov (1972).

2.3 The Superstructure :

The Superstructure is defined as the organizational plan of a given text.
Benoit (1992) points out that it is difficult, perhaps impossible, for scholars to study
something without studying or identifying that thing.

Each mode of discourse, except the descriptive discourse, has its own
distinctive superstructure, they are :

A- Exposition : According to Tirkonen-Condit (1985) the superstructure of the
expository discourse is the following order

[situation-problem-solution-evaluation]

B- Argument: According to Toulmin (1958) the superstructure of the argumentative
discourse is the following order

[claim-data-warrant]

C- Narration : According to (Labov 1972) the superstructure of the narrative
discourse is the following order

[ abstract - orientation - complicating action- evaluation - resolution - coda ]
2.4 Contrastive Linguistics and contrastive analysis

Contrastive linguistics is a branch of linguistics that is concerned with
showing the differences and similarities in the structure of at least two languages or
dialects (Webster:2022).

There is a differentiation between contrastive linguistics and contrastive
analysis in that, CA is the systematic comparison of two or more languages, aiming at
describing their similarities and differences. CA has often been done for different
purposes whether practical or pedagogical . Its main concern has been to provide better
descriptions and teaching materials for language learners (Johansson:2008).

Contrastive Analysis is also defined by Crystal (2003) as a general approach
to the investigation of language especially as carried on particular areas of Applied
Linguistics, like foreign-language teaching and translation. Crystal (ibid) also refers to
that in a contrastive analysis of two languages, structural differences are specified and
identified to be studied then as areas of potential difficulty in foreign language
learning.".
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3. The Model

To uncover the superstructure of narrative discourse, e.g., story-telling, there is

need for a model to analyze such narration. William Labov (1972) suggests a model by
which narrative discourse, e.g., stories are analyzed for the sake of identifying their
own narrative superstructure. Labov (ibid) identifies the narrative superstructure as the
following :

Abstract : indicates that the speaker is trying to attract the listener's attention.
Such attraction may be direct, like "Listen to my story!" or indirect "May | tell
you a story?". The general theme of the story is also indicated.

Orientation : demonstrates the tendency of the narrators to set the scene. In
other words, orientating a listener by providing background information that are
considered as important for the narrator to the story and plot, so the listener is
orientated, for example by, the who, where, why, and how.

Complicating action : is the principal part of the narrative discourse that is also
called the body of the story.

Evaluation : is the points, or reasons for which the narrative discourse is being
told. “Evaluations” may be implicit (within the text) or explicit (after finishing
the story)

Resolution : indicates the resolution or conclusion to the narrative discourse (the
story), to close the story and to tie up the loose ends.

Coda : represents the final indication that the story has closed right now. It may
be present or absent.

(UK Essays, 2018)

Complicating action
Orientation Evaluation

Abstract Resolution

Coda /

Figure 1 : Labove's (1972) Model of Narrative Superstructure
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4. Data Analysis and Discussion

In this section, five selected English and Arabic short stories are going to be analyzed
according to Labov (1972) model for identifying their narrative superstructure and
checking the applicability of the model of Labov to these short stories.

4.1 The Five Selected English Short Stories
4.1.1 The Lion and the Mouse

Abstract : A lion was once sleeping in the jungle when a mouse started running up and
down his body just for fun.

Orientation : This disturbed the lion’s sleep, and he woke up quite angry. He was
about to eat the mouse when the mouse desperately requested the lion to set him free.
“I promise you, I will be of great help to you someday if you save me.” The lion
laughed at the mouse’s confidence and let him go.

Complicating action : One day, a few hunters came into the forest and took the lion
with them. They tied him up against a tree. The lion was struggling to get out and
started to whimper.

Resolution : Soon, the mouse walked past and noticed the lion in trouble. Quickly, he
ran and gnawed on the ropes to set the lion free.

Coda : Both of them sped off into the jungle.
Evaluation: Moral of the Story

A small act of kindness can go a long way.
4.1.2 Count Wisely

Abstract : One day, king Akbar asked a question in his court that left everyone in the
courtroom puzzled.

Orientation : As they all tried to figure out the answer, Birbal walked in and asked
what the matter was. They repeated the question to him. The question was, “How many
crows are there in the city?”

Complicating action : Birbal immediately smiled and went up to Akbar. He
announced the answer; he said there were twenty-one thousand, five hundred and
twenty-three crows in the city.

Resolution : When asked how he knew the answer, Birbal replied, “Ask your men to
count the number of crows. If there are more, then the relatives of the crows must be
visiting them from nearby cities. If there are fewer, then the crows from our city must
be visiting their relatives who live outside the city.”

Coda : Pleased with the answer, Akbar presented Birbal with a ruby and pearl chain.
Evaluation : Moral of the Story
Having an explanation for your answer is just as important as having an answer.
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4.1.3 The Fox and the Stork
Abstract : One day, a selfish fox invited a stork for dinner.

Orientation : Stork was very happy with the invitation — she reached the fox’s home
on time and knocked at the door with her long beak. The fox took her to the dinner
table and served some soup in shallow bowls for both of them. As the bowl was too
shallow for the stork, she couldn’t have soup at all. But, the fox licked up his soup
quickly.

Complicating action : The stork was angry and upset, but she didn’t show her anger
and behaved politely. To teach a lesson to the fox, she then invited him for dinner the
next day. She too served soup, but this time the soup was served in two tall narrow
vases. The stork devoured the soup from her vase, but the fox couldn’t drink any of it
because of his narrow neck.

Resolution : The fox realised his mistake and went home famished.
Evaluation : Moral of the Story

A selfish act backfires sooner or later!

4.1.4 The Golden Touch

Abstract : Once there lived a greedy man in a small town.

Orientation : He was very rich, and he loved gold and all things fancy. But he loved
his daughter more than anything. One day, he chanced upon a fairy. The fairy’s hair
was caught in a few tree branches. He helped her out, but as his greediness took over,
he realised that he had an opportunity to become richer by asking for a wish in return
(by helping her out). The fairy granted him a wish. He said, “All that I touch should
turn to gold.” And his wish was granted by the grateful fairy.

Complicating action : The greedy man rushed home to tell his wife and daughter
about his wish, all the while touching stones and pebbles and watching them convert
into gold. Once he got home, his daughter rushed to greet him. As soon as he bent
down to scoop her up in his arms, she turned into a gold statue.

Resolution : He was devastated and started crying and trying to bring his daughter
back to life.

Coda : He realised his folly and spent the rest of his days searching for the fairy to take
away his wish.

Evaluation : Moral of the Story

Greed will always lead to downfall.

4.1.5 The Proud Rose

Abstract : Once upon a time, there was a beautiful rose plant in a garden.

Orientation : One rose flower on the plant was proud of its beauty. However, it was
disappointed that it was growing next to an ugly cactus. Every day, the rose would
Insult the cactus about its looks, but the cactus stayed quiet. All the other plants in the
garden tried to stop the rose from bullying the cactus, but the rose was too swayed by
its own beauty to listen to anyone.
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Complicating action : One summer, a well in the garden dried up and there was no
water for the plants. The rose slowly began to wilt. The rose saw a sparrow dip its beak
into the cactus for some water.

Resolution : The rose then felt ashamed for having made fun of the cactus all this time.
But because it was in need of water, it went to ask the cactus if it could have some
water.

Coda : The kind cactus agreed, and they both got through summer as friends.
Evaluation : Moral of the Story
Never judge someone by the way they look.

As a consequence of what has been analyzed above, the superstructures of
these five very short stories are going to be further illustrated in the following table,

Table (1) : Superstructures of The Selected English Short Stories

Text | Abstract | Orientation | Complicating | Evaluation | Resolution | Coda
no. Action

1 1 1 1 1 1 1
2 1 1 1 1 1 1
3 1 1 1 1 1 0
4 1 1 1 1 1 1
S) 1 1 1 1 1 1

Total | 5]100% |5 |100% |5 100% |5 | 100% |5 |100% |4 | 80%

After analyzing the selected five English short stories, it becomes clear that
all of these stories has the same superstructure including an abstract in which the
writer attracts the reader's or listener's attention, orientation in which the writer gives
information that he considers them as important, complicating action in which the
body of the whole story is concentrated on, evaluation in which the points or reasons
behind the story is declared whether implicitly or explicitly, resolution in which the
writer shifts to the final part of the story to reach the final point to indicate that the
story has been closed

because each story-telling is a cycle of events that needs to be closed, and coda which
represents the part in which the narrator tells the reader how the story is relevant to
his/her daily life, except the 3™ English short story tackled in the present study since
Labov considers the coda as an optional element, i.e., it can be omitted.
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4.2 The Five Selected Arabic Short stories
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Table (2) : Superstructures of The Selected Five Arabic Short Stories

Text | Abstract | Orientation | Complicating | Evaluation | Resolution | Coda
no. Action

1 1 1 1 1 1 1
2 1 1 1 1 1 1
3 1 1 1 0 1 1
4 1 1 1 0 1 1
3) 1 1 1 1 1 1

Total | 5| 100% |5 |100% |5 100% | 3 60% |5 |100% | 5| 100%

After what has been analyzed in the analysis and illustrated in the table above, it
is evident that the five selected Arabic short stories has the same superstructure of the
five English ones with some exceptions. These exceptions lie under the umbrella of
evaluation in that it is absent in two of the Arabic short stories under study while it is
present in all of the English ones. The 3™ and the 4" Arabic short stories in the table
above

have no evaluation. The evaluation element is obligatory in Labov (ibid) narrative
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superstructure. So, the absence of evaluation in two of the Arabic short stories under
discussion is a major difference between English and Arabic short stories as far as the
present study is limited.

Concerning coda, only one of the English short stories under study lacks its coda. Even
though it is something ordinary once Labov refers to the optionality of the coda
element in the narrative superstructure, but it is a difference between the English and
Arabic short stories under discussion.

Finally, a full comparative analysis of the selected English and Arabic short
stories is going to be illustrated in the following total table to show the comparison
between the narrative superstructure of the short stories under study.

Table (3) : The Total Comparison Between The Short Stories Under Study

English Arabic
Abstract 5 100 % 5 100 %
Orientation 5 100 % 5 100 %
Complicating Action |5 100 % 5 100 %
Evaluation 5 100 % 3 60 %
Resolution 5 100 % 5 100 %
Coda 4 80 % 5 100 %

Concerning the five selected English short stories as shown in table (3), all of
the abstract, orientation, complicating action, evaluation, resolution are present 100%
while only the coda is present 80%, and it is possible for a narrative discourse not to
have a coda as suggested by Labov (ibid).

Moving to the Arabic short stories discussed in the present study, it is
obvious as in the table above that all of the abstract, orientation, complicating action,
resolution and coda are present 100% while the evaluation's presence is 60%. In other
words, the narrative superstructure is mostly applicable but with suggesting that the
evaluation element which is an obligatory one in labove's (ibid) narrative
superstructure, is optional in the 3" and 4™ Arabic short stories under discussion as is
proved in the present study.

5. Conclusion

Depending on the analysis and discussion of the present study, it has been
concluded that the narrative superstructure of labov (1972) is applicable to the selected
English and Arabic short stories with some exceptions concerning both the English and
the Arabic ones. For the selected Arabic short stories, the exceptions are pivotal in that
one of the obligatory elements in labov's narrative superstructure becomes an optional
one. Meanwhile, in the selected English short stories, the exception is permissible since
omitting that element (coda) is allowed by Labov's model (ibid).
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