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Abstract

Government intervention to forcibly price strategic commodities has become
necessary, in order to face cases in which merchants collude among themselves to sell
what they have to consumers at more than the reasonable price, especially in cases of
war, crises and pandemics.

Many governments have adopted the policy of forced pricing to control the markets,
fight the greed of some merchants, and prevent bad practices that harm the interests of
the vast majority of the people.

In fact, there is no conflict between the interests of traders and producers and their
freedom to carry out their activities, and between setting and controlling prices, for
economic freedom is not absolute, but some controls and restrictions are required for
it to achieve the general interest of all, including traders and producers themselves.

To implement the forced pricing policy, strict mechanisms and vigilant devices are
required to ensure the success of this policy, as forced pricing may lead to the
establishment of a hidden parallel market in which the priced commodity is sold at a
higher price, which is called the black market to circumvent the prices set by the state.
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