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Abstract

The Cold War period is considered as one of the periods that witnessed the peak of the
conflict between the two capitalist camps led by the United States of America and the Soviet Union
over the strategic regions of the world, in order to control their economic resources, and the system
of bilateral and collective alliances was one of the most important methods to achieve this end. It
seeks to sign a joint defense agreement with Iran, and throughout the period until the signing of that
agreement, regional and international positions have varied regarding this step, which leads in this
direction. The study aimed at clarifying the strategic importance of Iran for the colonial countries, to
stand on the defense agreement that was signed between it and the United States of America in 1959
AD, to indicate the regional position on the signing of this agreement, especially with regard to the
countries of Irag, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Pakistan and Syria, and to find out the international
position also on this agreement through the positions of the Soviet Union, Britain, East and West
Germany and France as the countries most affected by the signing of the agreement. The study
followed the historical and descriptive method. The study reached several results, the most
important of which are: The Middle East region, including Iran, has been the focus of attention and
ambitions of the great colonial powers for a long time due to its different capabilities, as a result of
the emergence of signs of Soviet penetration in the region, the United States of America sought to
block it by establishing military and economic alliances such as the Baghdad Pact in 1955. The
United States of America signed a defense agreement between it and Iran to stop the Soviet
intervention in the region. Regional and international positions varied regarding signing this
agreement to serve the interests of those countries in Iran, some of them supported it and stood on
its side, and others opposed it and stood against it through a number of available means and
methods, but in the end, the agreement became a living reality and thus left its effects on the overall
situation in the region. The study recommends that looking at similar agreements are held by the
United States with other countries to demonstrate the role played by those in consolidating
American influence in those areas, and to find out the gains that Shah Mohammed Reza Pahlavi’s
regime achieved from signing that agreement.
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