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Abstract

Many societies suffer from an increase in the unemployment rate and a lack of employment
opportunities, and from this point of view came the importance of Small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) to get out of the scope of traditional thinking to search for job
opportunities and earn money to the scope of small and medium enterprises, which in turn
work to unleash creativity, as they support economic development opportunities, whether In
developing or developed countries alike, and the importance of these projects appears in
solving many economic and social problems. This paper aimed at the following: Defining
the small and medium enterprises in general and applying the small and medium enterprises
in Libya in addition to defining international standards for the definition of small enterprises
And to clarify their role in achieving economic and social development, the Egyptian and
Libyan experience, in addition to the Gulf Cooperation Council countries were presented as
an example of the importance of small and medium enterprises and their ability to provide
job opportunities. On the other hand, in this work, the role of small and medium enterprises
in empowering women was shown economically.

Key Words: Small and medium enterprises, Economic and social problems, Job opportunities,
Unemblovment. Women Embnowerment.
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