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Abstract

The aim of the Global Partnership in higher education, which has been in operation for
sustainable development, is to identify the effective strategies and good practices that provide for
sustainable development in higher education. As regards this, the Universities of Laval, Canada, and
Lille in France are among the leading exemplary universities, which work to adopt and promote the
concept of ‘sustainable green university’. Not only did these two universities take initiative in a
process as such worldwide, thus became the example of what this kind of university can mean and
achieve, but also have continued to issue annual reports on this in order to assess the implementation
of these strategies at the international level. It this evaluative study, | inventoried the many
convergences in strategy and practice between the two universities in terms of five criteria or axes:
social policy and territorial integrity, environmental management, education and training, research
activities, and governance policies. Then | developed a matrix, which serves to evaluate critically
the commonalities and differences between the two universities, mainly in view of their current
accomplishments and future projects. The findings of this study show that the working strategies
and practices of the two are similar in many ways. Both the University of Laval and the University
of Lille focus on the same procedures towards the promotion of sustainable development, share the
same vision and mission, and meet the standards and regulations set worldwide in this regard. l.e.,
their strategies or plans respond effectively to the need for good public policies that consider social
and environmental impacts of development (e.g., environmental responsiveness, resource efficiency,
and community (social) sensitivity.

Key Words: green university, sustainability, social policies, territorial integrity, environment
development, education and training, scientific research, governance.
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