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Abstract

The first chapter sheds the light on the general characteristics of children, including the definition
of childhood in language and terminology, and the stages of childhood as divided by scholars: early,
middle and late. Then, it presents the linguistic characteristics of the child, and how his/her language
develops. It also mentions the most important linguistic characteristics, and how children acquire
language, along with the stages of its acquisition, including pre-language stage, babbling, imitation
and simulation, speech and language understanding.

The second chapter covers children and reading. It presents child's reading, the definition of
reading, its importance for children, the time when the child begins reading, the steps in which the
child learns to read, the pre-reading stages, and the development of reading. The role of the family
and the school in teaching children the reading skill was not neglected in this chapter that covers
both roles, and how the child learns to read at home, and in the school classroom, along with the
types of reading. Then, it sheds the light on teaching strategies for children’s reading, including
educational games and role-playing. It also mentions the CoRT program for teaching creative
thinking, and the Gillingham, Stallman and Horne strategy, along with the classification of problems
and difficulties of reading.

Key Words: the child - types of reading - linguistic characteristics - teaching strategies — stages.
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