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Abstract

Some geographers consider the valleys to be areas with strong constraints (the
variations in the inclination of the bottom and the slopes, as well as the width of the
valley bottom represent constraints, even if they vary from upstream to downstream).
The valleys, like other rural areas in Morocco, have undergone changes and evolved
in relation to several factors (demographic pressure, strong demand for agricultural
products, modernization, and the intrusion of several agricultural innovations, etc.).
We propose an analysis of the landscapes of the lower valley of Oum Er Rebia, based
on the processing of satellite images and on the collection of data in the field. Thus, to
develop a typology of landscapes, we based ourselves on the study of a section of the
Oum Er Rebia over a length of 45 km from the mouth of the river to Boussedra (the
borders between the province of EL JADIDA and the province of BERRECHID).

Our observations and investigations focus on essential elements such as: land use,
irrigation evidence, the width of the valley floor. Although, these criteria are therefore
qualitative, they will still allow us to identify the homogeneous stretches of
landscapes along the bottom of the Oum Er Rebia valley.

The results of this analysis can be useful, secondly, to highlight the interactions
between agricultural activity, exploited ecosystems and socio-economic environment.

Key Words: Lower valley of Oum Er Rbia - landscapes - land use - agrarian systems.
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