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Abstract

The transformation in the relationship between the human being and the environment, whose
natural resources were subject to deterioration and disruption, had contributed to the
emergence of environmental problems. These problems took on multiple dimensions which
affected space, economy and society. This article attempts to understand the relationship of
the human being and water in the Tarnata Oasis, in the light of the changes that took place in
the Middle Draa Oases. Those changes were in terms of the irrigation management ways and
their reflection on the oasis spacial development, which was mainly manifested in the
fragility of water resources. In order to understand this relationship, the traditional methods
adopted by the oasis community of Taratata in filling and distributing water irrigation were
diagnosed, and the current socio-spacial dynamisms were analyzed along with the
challenges closely related to them. It was found that the retreat of traditional methods in
filling and distributing water irrigation and the shift towards modern pumping had resulted
in the depletion of water irrigation and the deterioration of its quality in a way that triggred
more difficulties due to the management of irrigation issues in the oasis.

Key Words: Tarnata Oasis, Water Resources, Water Irrigation Management, Sustainable
Development.
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