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Abstract

Ibn Battuta was keen to include his trip with important data on the history of Egypt
from the social and cultural point of view, especially since he spent a period of time there
and made it the focus of his travels in the Arab East, and a link between the East and the
Islamic Maghreb.

Ibn Battuta and his journey were exposed to a massive wave of criticism that began
since the stories of his journey were narrated, whether in Morocco or Andalusia, by his
contemporaries and on top of them was Ibn Khaldun and Ibn al-Khatib, and these criticisms
continued with the orientalists who studied his journey with some kind of examination and
scrutiny, but these criticisms must be dealt with carefully, because of the preconceptions and
ready-made judgments that the intentions of their owners contain that are not devoid of
ideology.

During his stay in the most important Egyptian cities, especially Alexandria and Cairo,
Ibn Battuta used to stick to his approach to the journey as he intended the Sufis and the
zawiyas for what they provided in terms of accommodation and food. During his stay, he is
keen to weave relationships with the Sufis and some scholars who he have attended their
councils. This is without neglecting the dominant character of his journey in general, which
is his recording of various aspects of social life, and his monitoring for the most important
groups, indicating their relationship with the rest of the other components of society.

Hence, the masterpiece of the viewers is known for the diversity of its topics, in which every
researcher finds his goal of geography, history, thought, mysticism, jurisprudence, social life
and others. Thus, Ibn Battuta considered the greatest of all Muslim travelers, the most
circling of them in the horizons, the most active and assimilating of news, and the most
concerned with speaking about the social situation of the countries in which he toured.

Key Words: Ibn Battuta’s Journey, Egypt, Socio-cultural Conditions.
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