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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the role of electronic media, represented by TikTok, in
reducing behavioral deviance among Iraqi youth; explore users’ engagement patterns and the
platform’s cognitive, behavioral, and emotional effects; and identify the principal behavioral
risks associated with its content. The study employed a descriptive field-survey approach. A
46-item questionnaire, whose validity and reliability were established, was administered to a
purposive sample of 90 male and female students from different academic levels at the
College of Media, Uruk University, during the second semester of the 2025-2026 academic
year. The data were analyzed using frequencies and percentages. The findings revealed that
93% of the participants used TikTok, while 41% spent between one and two hours per day
on the platform. Furthermore, 76% agreed that electronic media plays an important
awareness-raising role in addressing behavioral deviance, and 65% believed that educational
applications available online contribute to reducing such deviance. Conversely, the findings
revealed substantial risks associated with the platform: 85% indicated that repeated exposure
to unethical content could encourage deviant behavior; 84% confirmed that negative
comments and cyberbullying adversely affect young people’s mental health; 78% reported
that some content promotes the blind imitation of negative behaviors; and 75% believed that
it could contribute to the spread of verbal and physical violence. The study concluded that
TikTok plays a dual role: it can promote awareness and positive behavior, yet it may also
increase the risk of behavioral deviance in the absence of appropriate supervision and
guidance. The study recommended promoting educational and awareness-raising content,
regulating digital content, strengthening parental supervision, and launching youth-oriented
media campaigns in cooperation with educational institutions and positive content creators.

Key Words: Electronic media, TikTok, behavioral deviance, Iraqi youth, social media,
digital awareness.
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