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Abstract

This study aimed to evaluate the extent to which the specific educational objectives of the
secondary school chemistry curriculum align with twenty-first-century skills, from the
perspective of chemistry teachers in schools in Northern Palestine. The study adopted a
descriptive survey approach and used a questionnaire as the data collection instrument. The
final sample consisted of 197 male and female teachers. In its initial form, the questionnaire
consisted of 20 items distributed across six domains: critical thinking and problem solving;
creativity and innovation; communication and collaboration; digital and information
literacy; self-directed learning and life and career skills; and social interaction and cross-

cultural understanding.

The results showed that the overall degree of alignment was high, with a mean score of 3.78.
The domain of social interaction and cross-cultural understanding ranked first, with a mean
score of 4.42, whereas the domain of critical thinking and problem solving ranked last, with
a mean score of 3.63. The results also revealed no statistically significant differences

attributable to gender, academic qualification, or years of teaching experience.

The study concluded that it is important to review the specific educational objectives of the
chemistry curriculum and formulate them using clear and measurable performance verbs.
This would enhance the development of thinking, creativity, communication, independent
learning, and the responsible use of technology, and would contribute to developing a
curriculum that is more responsive to the requirements of contemporary education and the

needs of the local community.

Key Words: Specific Educational Objectives, Chemistry Curriculum, Twenty-First-Century

Skills, Chemistry Teachers, Northern Palestine.
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