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RESEARCH TITLE

The Chapter on the Hadd Punishment for Qadhf from Sharh al-
Tanbih by Imam Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH): A Critical
Edition and Study

Abstract

This study aimed to critically edit the chapter on the prescribed punishment (hadd) for
gadhf—the false accusation of unlawful sexual intercourse—from Sharh al-Tanbih by Imam
Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi (d. 794 AH). It sought to produce the text according to established
scholarly principles of manuscript editing, contribute to the revival of the Islamic juristic
heritage, and highlight al-Zarkashi’s scholarly status and methodology in his commentary on
Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi’s Al-Tanbih. The study adopted the selected-text method by collating
the two available manuscript copies containing the chapter, establishing the readings deemed
closest to the original, recording significant textual variants, and editing the text according to
modern orthographic conventions. The editorial process also included documenting Qur’anic
verses; tracing Prophetic hadiths and reports to their sources and evaluating their
authenticity; attributing juristic opinions to their primary sources; identifying notable figures
and geographical locations; explaining technical and unfamiliar terms; and comparing the
manuscript text with authoritative sources of the Shafi‘i school. The analytical section
established the authenticity of the book’s title and its attribution to al-Zarkashi and described
the extant manuscript copies. The critical edition examined the juristic rulings governing
gadhf, including the conditions applicable to the accuser and the accused, the concept of
legal chastity (ihsan), explicit and implicit expressions entailing the prescribed punishment,
accusations involving multiple persons, enforcement and waiver of the punishment, and the
transfer of the corresponding right to heirs. The study confirmed the attribution of the book
to Imam al-Zarkashi based on biographical and bibliographical works, scholarly citations,
and manuscript inscriptions. It also demonstrated al-Zarkashi’s precision in examining the
doctrines of the Shafi‘i school, presenting juristic opinions and their supporting arguments,
discussing scholarly disagreements, and weighing competing views. These features
underscore the book’s scholarly value and its importance to the study and preservation of
Shafi‘i jurisprudence.

Key Words: Qadhf; Hadd punishment; Sharh al-Tanbih; Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi; Abu
Ishaq al-Shirazi; Shafi‘i school; Manuscript editing.
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