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RESEARCH TITLE

Teachers’ Perceptions of the Role of Speech-Language Pathologists in
Supporting Students with Language Delays in Elementary Schools: A
Qualitative Study

Abstract

This study aimed to explore teachers’ perceptions of the role of speech-language
pathologists (SLPs) in supporting students with language delay in primary schools. It also
examined the nature of collaboration between teachers and SLPs, the challenges facing this
collaboration, and its impact on students’ performance, A qualitative approach was
employed, using semi-structured interviews with 15 primary school teachers. The findings
revealed that teachers generally hold positive perceptions of the SLPs’ role; however, their
understanding varies in depth. Collaboration between teachers and SLPs exists but is often
unstructured and relies on individual initiatives rather than systematic planning, The study
also identified several challenges, including time constraints, role ambiguity, and limited
organizational support. Despite these challenges, collaboration was found to have a positive
impact on students’ language skills, classroom participation, and self-confidence, The study
recommends enhancing structured collaboration, clarifying professional roles, providing
ongoing teacher training, and strengthening institutional support to improve services for
students with language delay.

Key Words: Language delay, Speech-language pathology, Professional collaboration,
Primary education, Teachers’ perceptions.
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