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RESEARCH TITLE

The Role of the Two Pledges of Al-‘Aqabah in the Establishment of
the Islamic State in Medina

Abstract

This study aimed to elucidate the role of the First and Second Pledges of al-‘Agabah in
paving the way for the Prophet’s migration (Hijrah) and the establishment of the Islamic
state in Medina. It also examined their impact on the spread of Islam, the formation of the
Muslim community, and the transition of Muslims from a state of vulnerability in Mecca to
one of empowerment and state-building in Medina. Furthermore, the study sought to identify
the doctrinal, ethical, and social principles underlying the two pledges and explain the
contribution of the Ansar who participated in them to creating a suitable environment for
receiving the Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Muhajirun. The study employed
historical, descriptive, inductive, and analytical approaches by tracing the events and
historical contexts of the two pledges and analyzing their provisions and religious, political,
and social implications. The findings revealed that the First Pledge of al-‘Agabah
contributed to the spread of Islam in Yathrib, particularly after Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr was sent
to teach its inhabitants the Qur’an and instruct them in the principles of Islam. This
expanded the Muslim community and prepared Yathrib to receive the Islamic mission. The
Second Pledge represented a decisive turning point in the history of the Islamic mission, as it
entailed commitments to support, protection, obedience, and responsibility. The study
concluded that the two pledges laid the essential foundation for the Prophet’s migration,
united the Muhajirun and Ansar, consolidated the foundations of the Muslim community,
and paved the way for establishing the state’s institutions, particularly the mosque, the
brotherhood between the Muhajirun and Ansar, and the Constitution of Medina. The study
recommended conducting a comprehensive comparison of the two pledges, examining the
conditions in Medina before Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr’s mission, and highlighting the Ansar’s
role in establishing and consolidating the Islamic state.

Key Words: The Two Pledges of al-‘Agabah; Prophetic Migration; Islamic State; Medina; |
Mubhajirun and Ansar; Mus‘ab ibn ‘Umayr.
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