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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the pragmatic dimensions of Qur’anic discourse¢ using Surat
An-Nisa as an applied model. It analyzed three principal dimensions: speech acts¢ deixis¢
and argumentation. The study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach¢ employing
pragmatic analysis to identify the discourse’s communicative intentions¢ contextual
meanings¢ and illocutionary forces. It examined speech acts in both the Arabic linguistic
tradition and contemporary Western linguistic thought and then traced their patterns and
determining features throughout the surah. It also investigated argumentation in terms of its
concept¢ origins¢ forms¢ rhetorical mechanisms¢ and contribution to persuasion and
influence. In addition¢ personal¢ spatial< and temporal deixis was analyzed to determine its
role in identifying contextual elements and connecting the discourse to its communicative
setting. The findings revealed a variety of argumentative markers and devices in Surat An-
Nisa and demonstrated their effectiveness in ensuring discourse coherence and directing its
meanings. Interrogative« imperative« and prohibitive structures were also found to contribute
significantly to the argumentative force of the text. Furthermore« analyzing speech acts in
light of their illocutionary force helped elucidate the intentions of Qur’anic discourse¢« while
deictic expressions played an important role in identifying discourse participants and its
spatial and temporal dimensions. The study concluded that a pragmatic approach facilitates a
deeper understanding of Qur’anic discourse by connecting its linguistic structure with its
context and communicative intentions. Its findings were also consistent¢ in several respects¢
with the interpretations advanced by Qur’anic exegetes and scholars.

Key Words: Pragmatics; Qur’anic Discourse; Surat An-Nisa; Speech Acts; Deixis;
Argumentation.
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