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RESEARCH TITLE

Shi‘ism in the Ilkhanid State (1304-1316)

Abstract

This study examines the development of Shi‘ism in the Ilkhanid State between 1304 and
1316, highlighting the political, religious, and intellectual factors that contributed to its
transition from restriction and marginalization during the late Abbasid era to expansion and
influence within Ilkhanid state institutions. Using the historical-analytical method, the study
traces the origins and expansion of the Mongols, the establishment of their state, and the
religious transformations that followed the Mongol invasion of Baghdad and the fall of the
Abbasid Caliphate in 656 AH/1258 CE. It also explores the role of Nasir al-Din al-Tusi in
preserving part of the Islamic intellectual heritage, supporting scholars, administering
religious endowments, establishing the Maragheh Observatory, and fostering an intellectual
environment that facilitated the Mongol rulers’ rapprochement with Islam and strengthened
the presence of Shi‘ism. Particular attention is given to the reign of Sultan Muhammad
Khudabandah (Oljeitu), demonstrating how sectarian conflicts and theological debates
contributed to his conversion to Twelver Shi‘ism, alongside the influence of Emir Tarmtaz
and al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli in guiding and consolidating this transformation. The study
concludes that the spread of Shi‘ism in the Ilkhanid State was not driven by a single
religious factor; rather, it resulted from the interaction between political interests and the
intellectual influence of Shi‘ite scholars. Oljeitu’s adoption of Shi‘ism led to several official
measures, including disseminating the works of Imami scholars, establishing Shi‘ite schools
and institutions, supporting religious shrines, and incorporating Shi‘ite symbols and
expressions into sermons, coinage, and religious practices. These developments contributed
to expanding and consolidating the presence of Shi‘ism in Iraq, Iran, and other regions under
Ilkhanid rule.

Key Words: Shi‘ism, Ilkhanid State, Muhammad Khudabandah, Oljeitu, Nasir al-Din al-
Tusi, al-Muhaqqiq al-Hilli, Mongols.
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