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Abstract

Culture constitutes an essential component of language education, as comprehensive
language acquisition cannot be achieved independently of its social contexts, values, and
cultural symbols. Arab folklore, particularly the folktale, represents a rich resource capable
of integrating linguistic and cultural content into a unified learning experience. This study
aimed to explore the potential of employing Arab folklore to develop the linguistic and
cultural competencies of intermediate-level learners of Arabic as a foreign language (B1-
B2), with particular emphasis on the folktale as the folkloric genre most suitable for
constructing integrated instructional content. The study employed the descriptive-analytical
method by reviewing relevant Arabic and international literature and studies, drawing on
international reference frameworks for language education, and analyzing the genres of Arab
folklore, approaches to teaching culture, and the cultural competencies required of Arabic
language teachers. The findings demonstrated that the folktale, with its narrative, dialogue,
description, repetition, symbols, and social values, constitutes rich instructional material that
can develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills; enhance communicative and
pragmatic competencies; deepen cultural awareness; and increase learners’ motivation. The
findings also indicated that employing folktales through gamification, role-play, and
cooperative learning can transform heritage texts into lively and interactive classroom
practices. The study concluded that integrating folktales into curriculum objectives, content,
teaching methods, and assessment can help overcome the separation between language and
culture and contribute to the renewal of Arabic language education programs. It
recommended developing folklore-based instructional units, adapting their texts to learners’
proficiency levels and needs, and training teachers to employ their linguistic and cultural
content effectively.

Key Words: Teaching Arabic to non-native speakers; Arab folklore; folktale; linguistic
competence; cultural competence; intermediate level.
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