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Abstract

This study examines the role of Hebrew women’s poetry on the eve of the establishment of
the State of Israel in shaping national identity and the image of the new Hebrew woman. It
explores the relationship between female self-expression and participation in the collective
Zionist project. A descriptive and analytical reading situates this poetry within its historical
and cultural context, focusing on Rachel Bluwstein and the imagery of land, agricultural
labour, and belonging in her poems, particularly “To My Land.” The study also considers
other female poetic voices and the tension between individual experience and a
predominantly masculine national discourse. The analysis suggests that land functions as
more than a geographical setting: it appears as a mother and a site of selthood and identity
formation. Farming, planting trees, and opening paths represent forms of civic labour
invested with national meaning. The female poetic voice also reinterprets prevailing heroic
models by foregrounding everyday contributions, loss, longing, and autonomy. The study
concludes that the relationship between this poetry and Zionist ideology involves both
engagement and tension: women’s poetry contributes to the national imaginary while
revealing the limits of women’s representation within it. Further research is recommended
on this relationship in light of social and political change and the development of Hebrew
women’s writing.

Keywords: Hebrew women’s poetry; Rachel Bluwstein; Zionist ideology; female identity;
land symbolism.
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I have not sung to you, my land
Nor have I glorified your name
Through deeds of heroism,
With the spoils of war:
Only a tree — have my hands planted
Along the quiet shores of the Jordan.
Only a path — have my feet conquered
Over the surface of the fields.
Indeed, it is very meager
I know this, mother,
Indeed, it is very meager
The offering of your daughter;
Only the sound of the shout of joy
On the day that the light shines,
Only crying in secret
For your suffering.
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