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Abstract

This study examines the religious and Sufi dimensions of the Epic of Gilgamesh and
explores parallels with selected Old Testament and Quranic texts, while referring to the
Ginza Rabba within its comparative framework. It aims to reread the epic as a text whose
themes may have developed from an earlier religious heritage subsequently reshaped into
myth through collective memory. The study adopts a comparative analytical approach,
drawing on translations by George Smith, Alexander Heidel, Stephanie Dalley, and Taha
Bagqir, together with Firas al-Sawah’s contributions, and juxtaposing passages from the epic
with selected religious texts. It reviews historical, psychological, and anthropological
theories of myth before examining the flood, the quest for immortality, friendship and
spiritual intimacy, dreams, and the inevitability of death. The comparison identifies thematic
and narrative affinities between Gilgamesh’s existential journey and religious conceptions of
human destiny and the relationship with the Creator. The study proposes an interpretive
reading connecting these affinities to the hypothesis of a lost Abrahamic religious source,
represented by the scriptures of Abraham. This connection is presented as the author’s
explanatory hypothesis. The study contributes to Sufi interpretations of the epic and invites
further discussion of the interaction between myth, religion, and cultural memory in
Mesopotamian heritage.

Key Words: Epic of Gilgamesh; Sufi reading; Myth and religion; Immortality; Scriptures of |
Abraham.
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Al oLd 1
The Holy Quran.
)] dgadl jlau :8),550 .2
The Torah: Books of the Old Testament.
1978 (¥ s Cigm - adiel) GLE peadi ) (e sl Gal = 1978 Ll ol .3

Ibn al-Arabi 1978 = Ibn al-Arabi, Muhyi al-Din. Interpretation of the Glorious Quran. Beirut:
Dar al-Andalus, 1978.
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1967 (gsa Ao aaa et paa . el Sad . cpdl) s o end) ) =1972 () ) 4

Ibn al-Arabi 1972 = Ibn al-Arabi, Muhyi al-Din. The Tree of Being. Egypt: Muhammad Ali
Subayh Bookshop, 1967.

2000 .00t gy ded daale (halals . agd s 53l = 2000 s 5 .5

Abu Husayn 2000 = Abu Husayn, Fahd. Gilgamesh: A Poetic Epic. Beirut: Publisher not
specified, 2000.

Gl Lpal) dijall gy . Dlaadly 260 LLad .l s3ilu cciaw gif = 2005 Cisw i .6
2005 il

Abu Sayf 2005 = Abu Sayf, Sandi Salim. Issues of Criticism and Modernity. Beirut: Arab
Institute for Research and Publishing, 2005.

daals 6 Dl causdl) Al SN G Alilly §iabu) G Ada Saaa caaa] = 1997 saai L7

Ahmad 1997 = Ahmad, Muhammad Khalifa Hasan. Myth and History in the Ancient Eastern
Heritage: A Study of the Epic of Gilgamesh. Cairo: Ayn for Studies, 1997.

1983 .oat N . S giad] il allell i)l5 A Jial st alas c303Y) = 1983 2aa¥) .8

Al-Ahmad 1983 = Al-Ahmad, Sami Said. Introduction to the History of the Ancient World.
Part 2. Baghdad: Publisher not specified, 1983.

2002 dalad) LBEEY (g5 1 : Ak L GialSS daale .4da AL = 2002 ik .9

Bagqir 2002 = Bagqir, Taha. The Epic of Gilgamesh. Baghdad: General Cultural Affairs House,
2002.

cgaal) 0 Bl L apslf oLE B Jugdad aaed S AFE Saaa (BLY) = 1996 EL.10
.1996

Al-Baqi 1996 = Al-Baqi, Muhammad Fuad Sayyid. An Indexed Concordance of the Words
of the Holy Quran. Cairo: Dar al-Hadith, 1996.

1978 (0t g . lledll il an) ae () = 1978 . 11

Al-Thaalibi 1978 = Al-Thaalibi, Abd al-Rahman. Al-Thaalibi’s Quranic Commentary. Beirut:
Publisher not specified, 1978.

2000 «sindl) ailaa : plas . all cuadd . daaa (ghall = 2000 Rl 12

Al-Jazairi 2000 = Al-Jazairi, Muhammad. Enriching the Text. Amman: Al-Dustur Press,
2000.

Al AN AgSe : BAW a0y b dial ublud) . iaal se diae (A = 2005 olA.13
.2005

Khan 2005 = Khan, Muhammad Abd al-Muid. Arab Myths before Islam. Cairo: Religious
Culture Bookshop, 2005.
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) gagi — 4 ohusyl - el goad : Aaasi . Gl (i Lo D o sl . Al (s = 1991 M. 14
.1991 cAJJLSJi :\Mb A

Dalley 1991 = Dalley, Stephanie. Myths from Mesopotamia. Translated by Najwa Nasr.
Oxford—New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

AR LS ARy BAWR L LAlISel) L) S gplilly cpall e 0S5 = 1972 55015
.1972

Zaki 1972 = Zaki, Izzat. Death and Immortality in Different Religions. Cairo: Episcopal
Church Publishing House, 1972.

2007 ) e la: 3w 134 . Lo¥ Jio Sralia . ald ) = 2007 13416
C C

Al-Sawah 2007 = Al-Sawah, Firas. The First Adventure of the Mind. 13th ed. Damascus: Dar
Ala al-Din, 2007.

2004 (ol e Sfygdiar 3had 4od L oladd o ol 3 = (1) 2004 7517
£ C C

Al-Sawah 2004 (A) = Al-Sawah, Firas. The Religion of Humankind. 4th ed. Damascus: Ala
al-Din Publications, 2004.

2004 (pd) oS Clygdia B 3b L Glaudlly pan il . uld o lad) = () 2004 ¢l 18

Al-Sawah 2004 (B) = Al-Sawah, Firas. The Merciful and Satan. 3rd ed. Damascus: Ala al-
Din Publications, 2004.

.2002

Al-Sawah 2002 = Al-Sawah, Firas. Gilgamesh: The Immortal Epic of Mesopotamia.
Damascus: Ala al-Din Publications, 2002.

2001 (Gl oS oz Bdaa 2.0 Healy §ipha) . uld g laid) = 2001 1320

Al-Sawah 2001 = Al-Sawah, Firas. Myth and Meaning. 2nd ed. Damascus: Dar Ala al-Din,
2001.

pll) oMo iy Bday 4o antdl ) Gl sl Gund) Ll A = 1999 ¢ipal.2]
.1999

Al-Sawah 1999 = Al-Sawah, Firas. The Biblical Event and the Ancient Near East. 4th ed.
Damascus: Dar Ala al-Din, 1999.

bl ¢ dle oy dlaly AT 58 Dilel) A piall phidl .quladl) ¢ Al = 2004 i) 22
2004 65\&\ JH Qg wsﬂ M

Al-Shirbini 2004 = Al-Shirbini, al-Khatib. The Illuminating Lamp on Trustworthiness.
Quranic verses and hadiths referenced and annotated by Ibrahim Shams al-Din. Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub, 2004.
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Lalal) Ljpaal) gl = BAWN . [Y) gind Lidé) pbluf . Jaall s Golad =1982 (gohnd.23
1982 (st

Sharawi 1982 = Sharawi, Abd al-Muti. Greek Myths. Part 1. Cairo: Egyptian General Book
Organization, 1982.

1994 (G80 ot g . ekl Linilly 4 laao ol LS o3l Sial) <1994 j<ial).24

Al-Saqr 1994 = Al-Saqr, Hatim. Writing the Self: Studies in the Factuality of Poetry. Beirut:
Dar al-Shuruq, 1994.

kai¥ly sl A 4i¥pda & (e I ga les A il JlaS JWS (ulal) =2001 uliall.25
2001 il Hadll uadd @ (g

Salibi 2001 = Salibi, Kamal. Kamal Salibi in Dialogue with Ziyad Muna on His Theses
concerning the Torah and the Gospel. Damascus: Qadmus Publishing and Distribution, 2001.

1988 (ALl )y ol L] coad sy 8ol LU L JlaS ¢ ulial) =1988 bl 26

Salibi 1988 = Salibi, Kamal. The Secrets of the Torah and the Mysteries of the People of
Israel. London: Dar al-Saqi, 1988.

Aanalal) Glal) dlige : Cigum et Bwis e Cels el L JWS (lall =1986 lall.27
.1986

Salibi 1986 = Salibi, Kamal. The Bible Came from Arabia. Beirut: University Research
Foundation, 1986.

Mt G SR gl L saal D8 el A galad galss uad) cuplal) =1992 puaydal). 28
1992 ¢ ¢lgd)

Al-Tabrisi 1992 = Al-Tabrisi, al-Hasan. Jawami al-Jami: A Commentary on the Glorious
Quran. Part 2. Beirut: Dar al-Adwa, 1992.

.2000

Ghurayyib 2000 = Ghurayyib, Said. Encyclopedia of Myths and Stories. 1st ed. Amman: Dar
Usama Publishing and Distribution, 2000.

1983 chagdhal) )1 ¢ g .ol @ass 1 Aaasi . pildlly aighlf . Niganan (g5 =1983 15,2.30

Freud 1983 = Freud, Sigmund. Totem and Taboo. Translated by George Tarabishi. Beirut:
Dar al-Talia, 1983.

2000 «_Sal ) BaWE . oLl #lOY galad) A ve g ( djdl = 2000 hE.31

Al-Qurtubi 2000 = Al-Qurtubi, Abu Abd Allah. The Compendium of Quranic Rulings. Cairo:
Dar al-Fikr, 2000.
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3:“\)44.43\ digl :5AlY .agena TEVES sl daagi L 8 shadly Usdl .oyl «lS =1975 ) puils.32
1975 (sl dalad)

Cassirer 1975 = Cassirer, Ernst. The State and Myth. Translated by Ahmad Hamdi Mahmud.
Cairo: Egyptian General Book Organization, 1975.

1998 cauisilly aill LY : glas L bl had L Je5d gaalall = 1998 saalall.33

Al-Majidi 1998 = Al-Majidi, Khazal. The Gospel of Babylon. Amman: Al-Ahliyya
Publishing and Distribution, 1998.

1959 (cndlalls alall jla s Cigum AL e lgllhfy il D A (puga <1959 ousa.34

Musa 1959 = Musa, Salama. Freedom of Thought and Its Champions throughout History.
Beirut: Dar al-Ilm lil-Malayin, 1959.

2002 (B panall 1 i g . halslS danls . adl) « Lalll =2002 ,Lai.35

Al-Nassar 2002 = Al-Nassar, Ibrahim. The Epic of Gilgamesh. Abu Dhabi: Cultural
Foundation, 2002.

181-174 1989 2 edlf &fdlf ¢ ulia¥) aley phlal) . Gud (85l =1989 &51).36
Al-Nuri 1989 = Al-Nuri, Qays. “Myths and Ethnology.” Folk Heritage, 2 (1989), 174—181.
daal . Jl cuilasy GIAY cuil ki . dana (Gl Gudl) allii () galusil) =1990 (g salu. 37

1990 Aiadadl Sl : gy has U5 : adualaly a3l z3a dauia L ualid)
Al-Naysaburi 1990 = Al-Naysaburi, Nizam al-Din al-Hasan ibn Muhammad. Commentary on

the Curiosities and Wonders of the Quran. Vol. 6. Edited, with Quranic verses and hadiths
referenced, by Zakariyya Umayrat. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyya, 1990.

(d ¢ il adall juaa dagh a1 BALY . lEe) ¥ . pade Saaa (A =i P38

Hilal, n.d. = Hilal, Muhammad Ghunaymi. Comparative Literature. Cairo: Dar Nahdat Misr
for Printing and Publishing, n.d.

-

Lutigal) ragm . edlly 8l 4 Nl cilalial QUS . Al Sena ¢ Augl) =2005 i) 39
2005 < y&illy clu)ill Al

Al-Yusufi 2005 = Al-Yusufi, Muhammad Lutfi. The Book of Labyrinths and Dissolution in
Criticism and Poetry. Beirut: Arab Institute for Research and Publishing, 2005.

Chdall ) Glasialg eal®) oy Bpalaal) Bauadll . alal Yaaa gl =1995 husall. 40
70-57 (1995) oleall yall jollf 4 Lnin¥)

Al-Yusufi 1995 = Al-Yusufi, Muhammad Lutfi. “The Contemporary Poem: The Call of
Distant Horizons and Self-Exploration.” Foreign Influences in Contemporary Arabic Poetry
(1995), 57-70.

4 pal) aa)sal)
SROINT PIPT NRIIT ¢ 2A%AR-UN L0MT DY nmon pwh opo23pbp = 1971 sprayhp .1
1971 ,vwxm
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GAT didal claly aa)sal

Bailey 1998 = Baliley, Adrian. The Cave of the Sun, the Origin of Methology. London :
Pimlico, 1998 .

Burckhardt 1933 = Burckhardt, George E. Gilgamesch Ein Erzahlung aus Dem Alten
Orient. Im insel - Verlag zu leipzhg, 1933 .

Coupe 1997=Coupe, Laurence. Myth, the New Critical Idiom. London and New York,
1997 .

Dalley 1989= Dalley, Stephanie. Myths from Mesopotamia. Oxford ,New York : Oxford
university press, 1989 .

Frazer (A) 1968 = Frazer, James. Totemica. London : Dawsons, 1968 .

Frazer (B) 1968 = Frazer = Frazer, James. Totemism and Exogamy. London : Dawsons,
1968 .

Frazer (C) 1968 = Frazer, James. Man, God and Immortality. London : Dawsons, 1968 .

Frazer (D) 1968 = Frazer, Lames. The Belief in Immortality and the Worship of the Dead.
London : Dawsons, 1968 .

Frazer (E) 1968= Frazer, James. Creation and Evolution in primitive Cosmogonies.
London : Dawsons, 1968 .

Foster 2001= Foster, Benjamin R. The Epic of Gilgamesh. New york, London : Norton
and Company, 2001 .

Godrich 1960= Godrich, Norma Lorre. Ancient Myths. New York : American library,
1960 .

Golsan 1993= Golsan, J. Richard. Rene Girard and Myth. New York and London :
Gurland Publishing Inc, 1993 .

Heidel 1946= Heidel, Alexander. The Gilgamesh Epic and Old Testament Parallels.
Chicago : The University of Chicago Press, 1946 .

Hirsch 1931= Hirsch, Hans. Gilgamesh Epos und Era lied. Wien : Institus fur
Orientalistik der Universitat, 1931.

Hooke 1962= Hooke, Samuel Henry. Babylonian and Assyrian Religion. Oxford : B.
Blackwell, 1962 .

Jacobsen 2001= Jacobsen, Thorkild. “ The Gilgamesh epic”, The epic of Gilgamesh
(2001), 183-206 .

Jastrow 1898 = Jastrow, Morris. Babylonia and Assayria. Boston : w.p, 1898 .
Jean 1994= Jean, Holm. Myth and History. London : Pinter Publishers, 1994 .
Kluger 1991= Kluger, Rivkah Scharf. Gilgamesh. Daimon Verlag, 1991 .

Major 2001= Major, Hillary. “Gilgamesh remembers a dream”, The Epic of Gilgamesh
(2001), 219-221 .

Kramer (B) 1961= Kramer, Samuel Noah. Mythologies of the Ancient World. Garden City
: Doubleday, 1961 .

Kovacs 1989= Kovacs, Maureen Gallery. The Epic of Gilgamesh. Stanford : Stanford
University Press, 1989 .

www.hniournal.net (8) 33) (7) aall  Amgadal) g Ailudy) o glal) Alaa 2026 b | Aialai 3gana | 939 dnia



HNSJ Volume 7. Issue 8 lalala deals b 4 gua g B ¢ guilinl) (Sl g Y Atie
Moran 2001= Moran, “William. The Gilgamesh Epic”, the Epic of Gilgamesh (2001)171-
182 .

Murray 1960= Murray, Henry A. Myth and Myth Making. New York : George Brazillar,
1960 .

Oberhuber 1977= Oberhuber, Karl. Das Gilgamesch Epos. Wissenschaftliclte
Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt, 1977 .

Raymond 1994= Raymond, Jacques. L’e’pope’e de Gilgamesh. Paris : les ‘editions du
Cerf, 1994 .

Sandars 1972= Sandars, N.K. The Epic of Gilgamesh. New York : penguin Books, 1972 .

Segal 1999 = Segal, Robert A. The Orizing About Myth. Massachusetts : Massachusetts
University, 1999

Shabandar 1994 = Shabandar, Sumaya. The Epic of Gilgamesh. Lebanon : w. p. 1994 .

Snir 2006= Snir, Reuven. Religion Mysticism and Modern Arabic Literature. Wiesbaden :
Harrassowilz Verlag, 2006.

Temple 1991= Temple, Robert. The Who Saw Everything, A Verse Translation of the
Epic of Gilgamesh. London : British Library, 1991 .

Tigay 1982 =Tigay, Jeffrey H. The Evolution of the Gilgamesh Epic. Philadelphia :
University of oxford.
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