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Abstract

This study examines the epistemic and aesthetic functions of letters, numbers, and geometric
diagrams in al-Husayn ibn Mansur al-Hallaj’s Kitab al-Tawasin, reconsidering Louis
Massignon’s observations on its enigmatic numerical formulas. It adopts an analytical and
interpretive reading of the relationships between letters, their numerical values, their forms,
and their spatial positions, focusing on the point, the circle, and the negative particle la. The
analysis draws on editions of the text and scholarship on Sufi symbolism and the science of
letters. It finds that these elements constitute an interconnected system of meaning and that
diagrams participate in Sufi argumentation beyond illustration or ornamentation. The point
functions as a symbolic center; the circle represents relationships between unity and
multiplicity and between outward and inward dimensions; and la contributes to the verbal and
visual expression of divine transcendence. The study concludes that al-Hallaj’s alphanumeric
symbolism provides a second language through which mystical experience becomes
accessible to visualization and contemplation, without reducing divine unity to an arithmetical
proof. Although some formulas suggest letter—number encoding, their definitive interpretation
remains unresolved, requiring caution against categorical readings.
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