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Abstract

This study aimed to establish the Qur’anic foundations of news verification and explain its
role in countering online rumors and mitigating their effects on individuals, families,
society, and national security. It examined the linguistic and technical meanings of
verification, its Islamic foundations, and the interpretations of Qur’anic exegetes concerning
the verse of verification. It also analyzed the nature of rumors in the digital environment and
explored contemporary applications of the Qur’anic approach to addressing them. The study
employed the descriptive method to present the concepts and effects of news verification and
online rumors, the analytical method to examine relevant Qur’anic texts and exegetical
interpretations, and the deductive method to derive applicable religious, educational, media-
related, and digital practices. The findings revealed that verification is a fundamental Islamic
principle and an ethical rule for protecting rights, preserving personal honor, and preventing
discord. The Qur’anic approach to news is based on verifying the source and content,
requiring evidence, maintaining positive assumptions, consulting qualified experts, and
considering potential benefits and harms before dissemination. The study further
demonstrated that online rumors may spread fear and anxiety, undermine trust, disrupt
family and social relationships, influence public opinion, and threaten national stability. It
concluded that countering online rumors is a shared responsibility involving individuals,
families, educational, religious, and media institutions, as well as official authorities. The
study recommended strengthening media and digital literacy, developing critical-thinking
and fact-checking skills, and establishing specialized initiatives and programs to monitor and
correct rumors, thereby promoting intellectual and social security and fulfilling the
objectives of Islamic law.

Key Words: News verification, Online rumors, Qur’anic approach, Social media, Digital
fact-checking, Media literacy.
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