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Abstract

This study aims to understand how eleventh-grade students in Arab schools in the Wadi Ara
region construct their relationship with Modern Standard Arabic in the context of digital
interaction. It explores the meanings and values they attribute to the language, the domains
in which they use it, and the factors influencing their linguistic choices. The study adopted a
qualitative, interpretive approach. Data were collected through semi-structured individual
interviews with a purposive sample of twenty eleventh-grade students and analyzed using
thematic analysis following the principles proposed by Braun and Clarke. The analysis
yielded five major themes: the symbolic value of Modern Standard Arabic despite its limited
everyday use; the redistribution of its functions in digital environments; the context-sensitive
nature of language choice; the social perceptions associated with using Modern Standard
Arabic; and the diversity of participants’ relationships with it. The findings indicate that
limited use of Modern Standard Arabic in everyday communication does not necessarily
imply a decline in its symbolic value. For several participants, it was associated with
identity, culture, and religion, whereas for others, it was more closely linked to school,
education, and formal settings. The findings also show that the choice between Modern
Standard Arabic and colloquial Arabic varies according to the communicative context, the
nature of the audience, and the purpose of communication. Furthermore, the digital
environment appears to be associated with differences in the domains and functions in which
various linguistic forms are used, rather than with the decline or disappearance of Modern
Standard Arabic. This study contributes a qualitative understanding of the relationship with
Modern Standard Arabic in a contemporary digital context by distinguishing between the
language’s symbolic value and the frequency of its use. It also proposes an interpretive
perspective according to which shifts in linguistic practices may involve a redistribution of
the functions of different linguistic forms across contexts, without necessarily indicating a
decline in the symbolic status of Modern Standard Arabic.

Key Words: Modern Standard Arabic; Digital Interaction; Relationship with Modern
Standard Arabic; Secondary School Students; Arab Schools.
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