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RESEARCH TITLE

Industrial Centers in the Ayyubid Era

Abstract

The Ayyubid era witnessed a remarkable industrial renaissance that contributed to
strengthening the state’s economic and military power¢ particularly amid its confrontations
with the Crusader forces. This prosperity was associated with the availability of raw
materials¢ the presence of skilled labor¢ and the state’s regulatory and supervisory policies¢
which facilitated the growth and specialization of industrial centers. This study aimed to
identify the principal industrial centers in Egypt and the Levant during the Ayyubid era¢
examine the industries for which each center was renowned¢ and clarify the role of the
Ayyubid state in regulating and directing industrial activity to serve its economic and
military needs. The study employed the historical-analytical method¢« drawing on historical
sources¢ geographical works¢< and modern studies and research relevant to the subject. The
findings identified seven major industrial centers in Egypt—Cairo« Fustat< Tinnis¢ Damietta¢
Akhmim¢ Alexandria< and Rawda Island—and three centers in the Levant—Damascus¢
Aleppo¢ and Siirt. Their industries included cotton¢ linen¢ silk¢ and wool textiles;
metalworking and military production; shipbuilding; glassware; pottery; oils; soap;
perfumes; confectionery; jewelry; and metal artifacts. The study also revealed industrial
specialization and integration among these cities. Fustat was distinguished by its metal
industries; Alexandria and Rawda Island by shipbuilding; and Tinnis¢ Damietta< and
Akhmim by textile production and dyeing. Meanwhile« Damascus was characterized by the
diversity of its industries and the wide reach of its exports¢ Aleppo by its soap¢ oil¢ perfume:«
and metal industries¢ and Siirt by the production of metal artifacts. The study concluded that
industrial prosperity during the Ayyubid era resulted not only from the availability of
resources but also from an organized economic policy based on specialized markets¢
supervision of manufacturing establishments¢ the establishment of the Naval Bureau¢ and
the provision of production and trade requirements. These measures helped achieve a degree
of self-sufficiency and strengthened the presence of Ayyubid products in regional and
international markets.

Key Words: Ayyubid era; industrial centers; craft industries; Egypt; the Levant.
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