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RESEARCH TITLE

The Reality of Using Alternative Assessment Strategies to Improve
Learning from the Perspectives of Teachers in Jerusalem Schools

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the reality of using alternative assessment strategies to
improve learning from the perspectives of teachers in Jerusalem schools. It also sought to
determine the extent of their use, effectiveness, and major implementation barriers, as well
as to identify differences in teachers’ perceptions according to gender, academic
qualification, and years of experience. The study employed the descriptive-analytical
approach and included a convenience sample of 60 male and female teachers working in
schools affiliated with the Ministry of Education in East Jerusalem during the 2025/2026
academic year. Data were collected using a 24-item questionnaire covering three domains:
the use of alternative assessment strategies, their effectiveness in improving learning, and
barriers to their implementation. The instrument achieved an overall Cronbach’s alpha
reliability coefficient of 0.85. Data were analyzed using means, standard deviations, the t-
test, one-way analysis of variance, and Tukey’s post hoc test. The findings revealed a high
overall level of alternative assessment use, with an overall mean of 3.71. Its effectiveness in
improving learning ranked first, with a mean of 3.91. Observation, performance-based
assessment, communication-based assessment, and self-assessment were the most frequently
used strategies, whereas portfolio assessment was used to a limited extent. The findings
further indicated that alternative assessment contributed to providing feedback, improving
students’ understanding, developing higher-order thinking, problem-solving, and self-
directed learning skills, and enhancing motivation to learn. The main implementation
barriers were large class sizes, limited parental awareness, and the considerable time and
effort required. No statistically significant differences were found according to gender or
years of experience, whereas significant differences were found according to academic
qualification in favor of teachers holding a bachelor’s degree or lower and those holding a
master’s degree, compared with doctoral degree holders. The study recommended expanding
teacher training, creating a supportive school environment, increasing parental awareness,
and encouraging the diversified use of alternative assessment tools.

Key Words: Alternative Assessment; Learning Improvement; Performance-Based
Assessment; Self-Assessment; Teachers in Jerusalem Schools.
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