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RESEARCH TITLE

The Translation Movement in the Early Abbasid Era and Its
Impact on Cross-Cultural Exchange: A Study of Translators’
Contributions to Knowledge

Abstract

This study aims to examine the translation movement during the First Abbasid Era (132-232
AH / 750-847 CE) and to explore its role in promoting civilizational interaction through
highlighting the intellectual contributions of translators who transferred scientific
knowledge, literature, and philosophical works from Greek, Persian, Syriac, and Indian
languages into Arabic. These efforts played a pivotal role in establishing a solid scientific
foundation for Islamic civilization. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by
examining the concept of translation from both linguistic and terminological perspectives,
tracing the origins of the translation movement in Islamic history, and analyzing the
political, scientific, and cultural factors that contributed to its flourishing during the First
Abbasid Era. It also sheds light on the most prominent translators, their scholarly output, and
their role in the transmission and development of knowledge. The study concludes that the
translation movement during the First Abbasid Era extended beyond the mere transfer of
human knowledge into Arabic to encompass the reproduction, refinement, and advancement
of knowledge. This process strengthened civilizational interaction among nations, enhanced
cultural exchange, and enriched various fields of learning, particularly medicine, philosophy,
mathematics, and astronomy. Furthermore, the study highlights the pioneering contributions
of several distinguished translators, including ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Muqaffa‘, Hunayn ibn
Ishaq, al-Hajjaj ibn Yisuf ibn Matar, Thabit ibn Qurra, and Yihanna ibn Masawayh, whose
scholarly achievements played a crucial role in the flourishing of scientific activity and the
establishment of the intellectual renaissance of Islamic civilization. Consequently, the
translation movement emerged as one of the fundamental pillars of civilizational interaction
during the First Abbasid Era.

Key Words: Translation Movement; Early Abbasid Era; Cross-Cultural Exchange;
Translators; Contributions to Knowledge; Islamic Civilization.
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