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Abstract

Abd al-Rahman Ibn Khaldun (d. 808 AH) is rarely mentioned without reference to his
pioneering contributions to the science of human civilization (‘ilm al-‘umran). Yet another
dimension of his thought is no less profound: his engagement with Qur’anic exegesis and the
Qur’anic sciences. This study examines the chapters in Ibn Khaldun’s Mugaddimah devoted
to the history, categories, and methodologies of Qur’anic exegesis. It argues that his
treatment of these subjects was not merely a passing historical account, but rather a critical
inquiry grounded in an integrated methodology that connected the overarching objectives of
the Qur’an with the laws governing human society.

The study discusses Ibn Khaldun’s classification of Qur’anic exegesis into transmitted and
linguistic forms; his position on Isra’iliyyat narratives; and his criterion for scrutinizing
transmitted reports by assessing them against the established patterns of human civilization
before examining the reliability of their transmitters. It also addresses his position on
esoteric interpreters, his evaluation of al-Zamakhshari’s Al-Kashshaf according to three
conditions, his connection between the objectives of human civilization and those of the
Qur’an, and the criticism directed at his treatment of certain metaphysical matters, such as
revelation and the angel’s appearance in human form. The study concludes that,
notwithstanding certain aspects open to scholarly reconsideration, Ibn Khaldun’s exegetical
methodology remains a viable foundation for renewing scholarly inquiry into the
relationship between Qur’anic exegesis and the social sciences and the study of human
civilization.

Key Words: Ibn Khaldun; Al-Mugaddimah; Transmitted Exegesis; Linguistic Exegesis;

Isra’iliyyat; Patterns of Human Civilization; Al-Zamakhshari; Allusive Exegesis; the
Objective of Human Civilization; Metaphysical Matters.
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The Holy Qur’an.
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Ibn ‘Atiyyah, ‘Abd al-Haqq ibn Ghalib al-Andalusi. (1422 AH/2001). The Concise and
Accurate Commentary on the Noble Qur’an (‘Abd al-Salam ‘Abd al-Shafi Muhammad,
Ed., 1st ed.). Beirut: Dar Al-Kutub Al-‘llmiyyah.
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Ibn Khaldun, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad. (1370 AH/1951). /bn Khaldun’s

Autobiography and His Journey to the West and the East (Muhammad ibn Tawit al-Tanji,

Ed.). Cairo: Committee for Authorship, Translation, and Publication.
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Ibn Khaldun, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad. (1425 AH/2004). The Muqgaddimah of lbn
Khaldun (‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Darwish, Ed., 2nd ed.). Damascus: Dar Ya‘rub.
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Ibn Khaldun, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad. (n.d.). Healing the Inquirer through the

Refinement of Questions (Muhammad ibn Tawit al-Tanji, Ed.). Beirut: Dar Al-Afaq Al-
Jadidah.
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Al-Zamakhshari, Mahmud ibn ‘Umar. (1407 AH/1987). Al-Kashshaf: Unveiling the

Realities of the Mysteries of Revelation and the Finest Interpretations (3rd ed.). Beirut: Dar

Al-Kitab Al-‘Arabi.
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Al-Tabari, Muhammad ibn Jarir. (1420 AH/2000). The Comprehensive Exposition of the

Interpretation of the Verses of the Qur’an (Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, Ed., 1st ed.). Beirut:

Al-Risalah Foundation.
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Al-Qurtubi, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Ansari. (1384 AH/1964). The Comprehensive

Commentary on the Legal Rulings of the Qur’an (Ahmad al-Barduni & Ibrahim Atfayish,
Eds., 2nd ed.). Cairo: Dar Al-Kutub Al-Misriyyah.
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Abu Shahbah, Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Suwaylim. (1408 AH/1987). Isra’iliyyat

Narratives and Fabricated Reports in Books of Qur’anic Exegesis (4th ed.). Cairo: Islamic

Research Academy, Al-Azhar.
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Dar Al-Amin. Republished electronically on Ahl Al-Qur’an: https://www.ahl-alquran.com

Aig S g dsalad) CURally il gal) (LIS

LTS :\..aﬂh.g dgira Laill :\....xipm\ Belll :0gas b L (Laadsi 10 2012) . el Lo Chug (S L
(16210). https://alriyadh.com/783112 sl « ol
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