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Abstract

This study uncovers a recurring Qur'anic law linking luxury (taraf) to the collapse of
civilization, showing that the Qur'an does not treat luxury as a passing individual condition
but as a social phenomenon that functions as a cause in the demise of nations and the ruin of
civilizations. The study analyzes the verses describing the condition of the affluent classes
(al-mutrafun) before, during, and after their destruction, from God's saying "And when We
intend to destroy a city, We command its affluent to obey, but they defy therein; so the word
comes into effect and We destroy it with destruction," through the humiliation, fear, and
unanswered cries that follow, to the ultimate fate of the affluent in the hereafter. The study
draws on Ibn Khaldun's reading in the Mugaddimah of how luxury dissolves the toughness
of group solidarity (‘asabiyyah), and on Rashid Rida's reading in Tafsir al-Manar linking
luxury to the signs of a nation's demise, concluding that justice - not wealth - is the fortress
by which nations endure, and that luxury, once it turns from an individual blessing into a
collective culture, becomes a herald of civilizational ruin.

Key Words: Law of luxury (sunnat al-taraf), civilization (‘umran), the Qur'an, Ibn Khaldun,
Rashid Rida, collapse of nations.
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