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RESEARCH TITLE

Cultural Values in Basic Education Curricula: An Analysis of the Fifth-Grade
Reading Textbook According to a Cultural Values Framework

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the extent to which cultural values are embedded in Al-
Finig, the fifth-grade Arabic language textbook used in Arab schools in the Palestinian
community inside Israel. It also sought to determine the integration of these values across
texts, activities, and images and their alignment with contemporary educational trends. The
study employed the descriptive-analytical approach using both quantitative and qualitative
content analysis. The analysis covered all 42 units of the textbook. The researcher developed
an analysis checklist comprising eleven values: respect, honesty, cooperation, tolerance,
patriotism, artistic appreciation, critical thinking, responsibility, diligence, friendship, and
coexistence. The paragraph was adopted as the unit of analysis, frequencies and percentages
were calculated, and Holsti’s formula was used to verify the reliability of the analysis. The
findings revealed that the textbook incorporates a variety of cultural values; however, their
distribution is unbalanced and does not constitute an integrated cultural value system.
Tolerance, cooperation, friendship, and respect were represented at high levels, whereas
patriotism, responsibility, diligence, and critical thinking appeared at moderate levels.
Artistic appreciation and honesty were among the least represented values. The findings also
revealed weak integration among texts, activities, and images. Most values were
concentrated in the texts, while the activities did not adequately utilize their value-related
depth, and the visual representation of some values was limited or entirely absent. The study
further demonstrated the limited representation of the cultural distinctiveness and Palestinian
identity of the Arab community inside Israel. In light of these findings, the study
recommends developing an official cultural values framework for curriculum development,
strengthening aesthetic, intellectual, and national values, designing activities connected to
learners’ daily lives that foster critical thinking, and ensuring integration among texts,
activities, and images.

Key Words: Content Analysis; Cultural Values; A/-Finig Textbook; Arabic Language; Fifth |
Grade; Palestinian Identity.
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