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RESEARCH TITLE

Reconstructing the Concept of the Poets’ Fuhiilah in Arabic Literary
Criticism: An Analytical Reading of Abdullah Al-Matan1’s Critical Vision

Abstract

This study examines the concept of poetic mastery (Fuhiilah) in classical Arabic literary
criticism through an analytical investigation of Dr. Abdullah Al-Mu'tani's critical
perspective. It aims to explore the historical development of the concept and to examine how
Al-Mu'tani reconstructs its theoretical foundations within the framework of contemporary
literary criticism. The study traces the linguistic and technical meanings of Fuhulah and
analyzes its critical formulation in the works of early Arab critics, particularly al-Asma'i and
In Salldm al-Jumahi. Using a descriptive-analytical approach supported by historical and
comparative methods, the study investigates the aesthetic, cultural, and social dimensions of
the concept. The findings reveal that Al-Mu'tani moves beyond traditional interpretations
that associate poetic mastery with power or tribal superiority, redefining it instead as a
multidimensional critical construct based on artistic excellence, stylistic distinction, creative
originality, and contextual awareness. Al-Mutani's reinterpretation transforms Fuhulah from
a conventional evaluative label into a flexible analytical concept capable of explaining
poetic creativity within its historical and cultural contexts, thereby enriching contemporary
scholarship on classical Arabic literary criticism.

Key Words: Fuhiilah; Poetic Mastery; Abdullah Al-Mu'tani; Classical Arabic Criticism; al-
Asmai; Ibn Sallam
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