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RESEARCH TITLE

Libraries and Their Role in the Scholarly Renaissance during the
Umayyad Era in al-Andalus (138—422 AH)

Abstract

This study addresses libraries and their role in the scientific renaissance during the Umayyad
period in al-Andalus, considering them one of the most important civilizational pillars that
contributed to the flourishing of intellectual and scientific life. The study aims to highlight
the emergence and development of libraries, whether public or private, with a focus on the
efforts made by the Umayyad caliphs—particularly Caliph al-Hakam II—in collecting books
and encouraging authorship and translation. The study adopts a historical-analytical research
methodology. It reaches several key findings, most notably that the spread of public and
private libraries across various cities of al-Andalus contributed to expanding the base of
knowledge, as culture was no longer confined to the elite but became accessible to wider
segments of society, leading to a remarkable growth in scientific activity. Furthermore, the
patronage of books and libraries by the Umayyad caliphs—especially during the reign of al-
Hakam II—resulted in the establishment of vast libraries containing hundreds of thousands
of volumes, thereby creating a rich intellectual environment that supported scholarly
production and authorship, in addition to other findings. The study recommends
strengthening comparative research on the role of libraries in al-Andalus and their
counterparts in other civilizations, in order to highlight the uniqueness of the Andalusian
experience and its impact on the transmission of knowledge to Europe during the Middle
Ages.
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Ibn al-Abbar, Abu Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Abd Allah al-Quda‘i al-Balansi. (1985). A/-
Hulla al-Siyara [The Resplendent Garment] (Husayn Mu’nis, Ed., 2nd ed., Vol. 2). Cairo:
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Abd al-Karim al-Shaybani al-Jazari. (1997). Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh [The Complete History]

(Umar Abd al-Salam Tadmuri, Ed., 1st ed., Vol. 4). Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, p. 562.
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Qurtubi. (1989). A/-Sila fi Tarikh A’immat al-Andalus [The Continuation: A History of the
Scholars of al-Andalus] (Ibrahim al-Abyari, Ed., Vol. 1). Cairo: Dar al-Kitab al-Misri;
Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-Lubnani, pp. 298, 654. [In Arabic]
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al-Arab [A Compendium of Arab Genealogies] (Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun, Ed.).
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[Deeds of Notable Figures] (Sayyid Kisrawi Hasan, Ed.). Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-limiyya, p.
139. [In Arabic]

s lly aelly cupell AL 6 puilly [riall Slans el QS (1992). 2ane cn el e Osala o) .6
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Maktabat Lubnan, pp. 146, 418. [In Arabic]
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lbn Idhari al-Marrakushi, Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Muhammad. (2013). A/~Bayan al-
Mughrib fi Ikhtisar Akhbar Muluk al-Andalus wa-I-Maghrib [The Amazing Exposition in
Summarizing the History of the Kings of al-Andalus and the Maghreb] (Bashshar Awwad
Ma‘ruf & Mahmud Bashshar Awwad Ma‘ruf, Eds., Ist ed., Vols. 1-2). Tunis: Dar al-Gharb
al-Islami; Vol. 1, p. 184; Vol. 2, pp. 24, 297. [In Arabic]
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lbn Sa‘id al-Andalusi, Ali ibn Musa. (1953). Al-Mughrib fi Hula al-Maghrib [The Book of
the Maghreb on the Adornments of the Maghreb] (Zaki Muhammad Hasan, Shawqi Dayf, &
Sayyida Ismail Kashif, Eds., Vol. 1). Cairo: Fuad | University Press, p. 324. [In Arabic]

Ol Ly sS3y cudayll ulsi¥) Gaé o cuhal] i (1998). 2ane 0 2aad cpal) Qe ¢ Slualill (gjid) .9
o= 2z 371 201 198 Lo Iz ¢ jola Jlaicigym (B-1z cubie Olua) @8a) cwbsl o op

380 L= 3z 418
Al-Maqqari al-Tilimsani, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad. (1998). Nafh al-Tib min
Ghusn al-Andalus al-Ratib wa-Dhikr Waziriha Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib [The Fragrant
Breath from the Moist Branch of al-Andalus and the Account of lts Vizier, Lisan al-Din lbn
al-Khatib] (Ihsan Abbas, Ed., Vols. 1-3). Beirut: Dar Sadir; Vol. 1, pp. 198, 201, 371; Vol.
2, p- 418; Vol. 3, p. 380. [In Arabic]
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von Grunebaum, Gustave E. (1960). Hadarat al-Islam [Civilization of Islam] (Abd al-Aziz
Tawfiq Jawid, Trans.; Abd al-Hamid al-Abbadi, Rev.). Cairo: Publisher not identified, pp.
81-82. [Arabic translation]
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Al-Halwaji, Abd al-Sattar Abd al-Haqq. (1982). Glimpses from the History of Books and
Libraries. Cairo: Dar al-Thaqgafa, p. 39. [In Arabic]
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Hamada, Muhammad Mahir. (1970). Libraries in Islam: Their Origins, Development, and

Destinies. Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, pp. 86, 96. [In Arabic]
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Diab, Hamid al-Shafi‘i. (1998). Books and Libraries in al-Andalus (1st ed.). Cairo: Dar
Quba for Printing, Publishing, and Distribution, pp. 101-103. [In Arabic]
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Ribera, Julian. (1958, May). Libraries and bibliophiles in Muslim Spain. Journal of the
Institute of Arabic Manuscripts, 4(1), 54. [In Arabic]
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Salem, Al-Sayyid Abd al-Aziz. (1997). The History of Muslims and Their Monuments in al-
Andalus. Alexandria: Mu’assasat Shabab al-Jami‘a, pp. 295, 313-315. [In Arabic]
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Al-Abbadi, Anmad Mukhtar. (1996). Studies in the History of the Maghreb and al-Andalus.

Alexandria: Mu’assasat Shabab al-Jami‘a, p. 56. [In Arabic]
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Al-Abbadi, Ahmad Mukhtar. (1998). Studies in Abbasid and Andalusian History. Beirut: Dar
al-Nahda al-Arabiyya for Printing and Publishing, p. 420. [In Arabic]
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Anan, Muhammad Abd Allah. (1997). The State of Islam in al-Andalus (4th ed., Vols. 1—2).
Cairo: Maktabat al-Khaniji; Vol. 1, pp. 71, 135; Vol. 2, pp. 504-507. [In Arabic]
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Kurd Ali, Muhammad. (2017). /slam and Arab Civilization (Vol. 1). Cairo: Hindawi
Foundation, p. 256. [In Arabic]
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Le Bon, Gustave. (2021). 7he Civilization of the Arabs (Adil Zu‘aytir, Trans.). Cairo:
Hindawi Foundation for Publishing and Culture, pp. 410, 412. [Arabic translation]
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Mu’nis, Husayn. (1992). The History of Muslims in al-Andalus. Cairo: Dar al-Rashad, pp.
289, 328. [In Arabic]
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Mu’nis, Husayn. (1997). Landmarks in the History of the Maghreb and al-Anaalus. Cairo:
Dar al-Rashad, pp. 210, 384-385. [In Arabic]
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