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Abstract

This study examines the current state of educational needs assessment relative to 21st-
century competencies, identifying critical skill and knowledge gaps within contemporary
primary classrooms from the perspective of teachers in the Western Galilee. Given the
distinctive socio-cultural nuances of this region, a descriptive-analytical research design was
employed. Data were gathered from a convenience sample of 286 primary school educators
utilizing a validated electronic questionnaire aligned with UNESCO and OECD global
frameworks. Quantitative analysis revealed that educators perceive their current educational
needs assessment at a moderate level (M = 2.84, SD = 1.08), highlighting a pronounced
awareness of the gap between current pedagogical capabilities and 21st-century demands.
"Professional Needs and Continuous Development" emerged as the most critical domain
requiring immediate intervention, whereas "Communication and Collaboration" was
perceived as the least urgent. Demographically, statistically significant differences were
observed across all dimensions in favor of male educators. Furthermore, a significant bipolar
age-related trend emerged regarding "Digital Skills," indicating that both novice teachers
(under 25) and veteran teachers (over 55) experience the highest demand for technology-
focused support. Conversely, years of teaching experience and academic qualification
yielded no statistically significant differences, demonstrating that modern educational
challenges represent a shared professional concern transcending career longevity and
credentials. Consequently, this study recommends implementing sustainable, school-based
professional development models and establishing cross-generational mentorship networks
to systematically bridge digital and pedagogical divides.

Key Words: educational needs Assessment, 21st-century skills, primary education, Western |
Galilee.
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