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Abstract

This study examines the jurisprudential issues related to the sale of certain animals subject to
contracts, namely elephants, cheetahs, cats, and falcons, based on the views presented by
Imam Ibn al-Jawzi in his book Minhaj al-Qasidin. The study adopts a descriptive, analytical,
and comparative approach by presenting Ibn al-Jawzi’s texts on the issues under
investigation, comparing them with his opinions in other works and with views attributed to
him, and then examining the positions and evidence of the four Islamic schools of
jurisprudence. It also identifies the preponderant opinions in light of Islamic legal objectives
and the legal implications of the contract. The study finds that the validity of selling an
animal depends on the existence of a lawful benefit, whether immediate or anticipated
through training and domestication, while taking customary practice and foreseeable
outcomes into account. It concludes that the sale of elephants is permissible due to benefits
such as carrying loads and riding; likewise, the sale of cheetahs and falcons is permissible
because of their usefulness in hunting and their capacity for training. In contrast, the study
considers the sale of cats prohibited, based on the reported prohibition concerning their
price. The study further demonstrates that these rulings serve several objectives of Islamic
law, most notably the preservation of wealth, the prevention of unlawful consumption of
others’ property, the facilitation of lawful transactions, the removal of hardship, and the
recognition of benefit in determining property value and liability for damage. The study
recommends further research on other jurisprudential issues concerning animals subject to
contracts, as well as issues related to contracting parties and contractual formulae, in Ibn al-
Jawzi’s Minhaj al-Qasidin.

Key Words: Ibn al-Jawzi; Minhaj al-Qasidin; Sale of Animals; Elephant; Cheetah; Cat;
Falcon; Contracts.
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Ibn al-Jawzi, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad. (1431 AH). Minhaj al-Qasidin wa-
Mufid al-Sadiqin, edited by Kamil Muhammad al-Kharrat, 1st ed., Dar al-Tawfiq for
Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 2 vols.
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Ibn al-Jawzi, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad. (1418 AH). Kashf al-Mushkil min

Hadlith al-Sahihayn, edited by ‘Ali Husayn al-Bawwab, 1st ed., Dar al-Watan, Riyadh, 4

vols.
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Ibn al-Qassar, ‘Ali ibn ‘Umar al-Baghdadi al-Maliki. (1443 AH). ‘Uyun al-Adillah fi Masa’il

al-Khilaf bayna Fugaha’ al-Amsar, edited by Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Salam Maghrawi, 2nd ed.,

Dar Asfar, Kuwait, 6 vols.
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Ibn al-Qattan, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Malik al-Kattani al-Himyari al-Fasi. (1424

AH). Al-lgna‘ fi Masa’il al-ljma’, edited by Hasan Fawzi al-Sa‘idi, 1st ed., al-Faruq al-

Hadithah for Printing and Publishing, 2 vols.
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lbn Battal, ‘Ali ibn Khalaf ibn ‘Abd al-Malik. (1423 AH). Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari, edited by
Abu Tamim Yasir ibn Ibrahim, 2nd ed., Maktabat al-Rushd, Riyadh, 10 vols.

cchin (p aasf 2L ciaie o il 6y aall (21369) il G ) ae o Dldl de ddaas ol L6
lbn Taymiyyah, ‘Abd al-Salam ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Khidr. (1369 AH). A/-Muharrar fi al-
Figh ‘ala Madhhab al-Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, with al-Nukat wa al-Fawa’id al-Saniyyah
‘ala Mushkil al-Muharrar by Shams al-Din Ilbn Mufiih, al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyyah

Press, 2 vols.
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Ibn Hajar al-°‘Asgalani, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali. (1379 AH). Fath al-Bari bi-Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari,
hadith numbering by Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi, 1st ed., Dar al-Ma‘rifah, Beirut, 13

vols.
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lbn Hazm, “Ali ibn Ahmad ibn Sa‘id al-Andalusi. (n.d.). Maratib al-ljma‘ fi al-‘lbacat wa

al-Mu ‘amalat wa al-/‘tigadaf, Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut.
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lbn Rajab, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad al-Hanbali. (1419 AH). A/-Qawa ‘d, edited by Abu

‘Ubaydah Mashhur ibn Hasan Al Salman, 1st ed., Dar Ibn ‘Affan for Publishing and

Distribution, Saudi Arabia, 4 vols.
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lbn Rushd, Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi. (1425 AH). Bidayat al-Mujtahid wa Nihayat
al-Mugqtasid, Dar al-Hadith, Cairo, 4 vols.
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lbn ‘Abidin, Muhammad Amin ibn ‘Umar al-Dimashqi. (1386 AH). Radd al-Muhtar ‘ala al-

Durr al-Mukhtar (Hashiyat Ibn ‘Abidin), 2nd ed., Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi Library and
Press, Egypt; Dar al-Fikr, Beirut, 6 vols.
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Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Yusuf ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Namari al-Qurtubi. (1439 AH). Al-Tamhid lima fi

al-Muwatta’ min al-Ma ‘ani wa al-Asanid fi Hadith Rasul Allah, edited by Bashshar ‘Awwad

Ma‘ruf, 1st ed., al-Furqgan Islamic Heritage Foundation, London, 17 vols.
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lbn Faris, Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariyya al-Razi. (1399 AH). Mujam Maqgayis al-Lughanh,
edited by ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun, Dar al-Fikr, 6 vols.
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Ibn Qudamah, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi ‘Umar al-Maqdisi. (1403 AH). A/-Sharh al-Kabir
‘ala Matn al-Mugni‘, Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, Beirut, 12 vols.
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Ibn Qudamah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Maqdisi. (1388 AH). A/-Mughni, edited by Taha

al-Zayni, Mahmud °‘Abd al-Wahhab Fayid, ‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata, and Mahmud Ghanim
Ghayth, st ed., Maktabat al-Qahirah, 10 vols.
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lbn Qudamah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Maqdisi. (1417 AH). A/-Mughni, edited by ‘Abd
Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki and ‘Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hulw, 3rd ed., Dar
‘Alam al-Kutub, Riyadh, 15 vols.
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lbn Qudamah, ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Maqdisi. (1421 AH). A/-Mugni® fi Figh al-Imam
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, edited by Mahmud al-Arna’ut and Yasin Mahmud al-Khatib, 1st ed.,
Maktabat al-Sawadi for Distribution, Jeddah.
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Ibn al-Qayyim, Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr al-Jawziyyah. (1440 AH/2019). Zad a/-Ma‘ad fi
Hady Khayr al-‘lbad, 3rd ed., Dar ‘Ata’at al-‘llm, Riyadh; Dar Ibn Hazm, Beirut, 7 vols.

lbn Nujaym, Zayn al-Din ibn Ibrahim al-Hanafi. (n.d.). A/~-Bahr al-Ra’iq Sharh Kanz al-
Daqa’ig, 2nd ed., Dar al-Kitab al-Islami, 8 vols.
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lbn Muflih, Muhammad ibn Muflih al-Maqdisi. (1424 AH). A/l-Furu’, with Tashih al-Furu,
edited by ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, 1st ed., Mu’assasat al-Risalah, Beirut;
Dar al-Mu’ayyad, Riyadh, 12 vols.
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Ibn al-Ukhuwwah, Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Qurashi. (n.d.). Ma ‘alim al-Qurbah fi

Talab al-Hisbah, Dar al-Funun, Cambridge.
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lbn Taymiyyah, Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim al-Harrani. (1425 AH). Majmu* al-Fatawa,
compiled and arranged by ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Qasim and Muhammad ibn

‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Qasim, King Fahd Complex for the Printing of the Holy Qur’an,
Madinah.
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Al-Azdi, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Durayd. (1987). Jamhurat al-Lughah, edited by

Ramzi Munir Ba‘labakki, 1st ed., Dar al-‘lim lil-Malayin, Beirut, 3 vols.
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Al-Ansari, Zakariyya ibn Muhammad al-Sunayki. (n.d.). A/-Ghurar al-Bahiyyah fi Sharh al-
Bahjah al-Wardiyyah, al-Matba‘ah al-Maymaniyyah, 5 vols.
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Al-Babarti, Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Rumi. (1389 AH). Al-‘Inayah Sharh al-Hidayah,
1st ed., Mustafa al-Babi al-Halabi Library and Press, Egypt, 10 vols.
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Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Ju‘fi. (1311 AH). A/~Jami* al-Sahih (Sahih al-
Bukhari), edited by a group of scholars, al-Sultaniyyah ed., al-Matba‘ah al-Kubra al-
Amiriyyah, Bulaq, Egypt, 9 vols.
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Al-Bukhari, Mahmud ibn Ahmad ibn Mazah al-Hanafi. (1424 AH). A/-Muhit al-Burhani fi
al-Figh al-Nu‘mani, edited by ‘Abd al-Karim Sami al-Jundi, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-
‘llmiyyah, Beirut, 9 vols.
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Al-Buhuti, Mansur ibn Yunus. (n.d.). Kashshaf al-Qina“ ‘an Matn al-Igna‘, Maktabat al-
Nasr al-Hadithah, Riyadh, 6 vols.
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Al-Bayhaqi, Ahnmad ibn al-Husayn. (1424 AH). A/-Sunan al-Kubra, edited by Muhammad
‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Ata, 3rd ed., Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, Beirut, 11 vols.
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Al-Judhami, ‘Abd Allah ibn Najm ibn Shas al-Maliki. (1423 AH). ‘/qd al-Jawahir al-
Thaminah fi Madhhab ‘Alim al-Madinah, studied and edited by Humayd ibn Muhammad
Lahmar, 1st ed., Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, Beirut, 3 vols.
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A Group of Scholars. (1310 AH). A/-Fatawa al-Hindiyyah, 2nd ed., al-Matba‘ah al-Kubra
al-Amiriyyah, Bulaq, Egypt, 6 vols.
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Al-Haddadi, ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-‘Abbadi al-Zabidi. (1322 AH). A/-Jawharah al-
Nayyirah ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Quduri, 1st ed., al-Matba‘ah al-Khayriyyah, 2 vols.
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Al-Hattab, Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Tarabulsi al-Maghribi. (1412 AH). Mawahib al-
Jalil i Sharh Mukhtasar Khalil, 3rd ed., Dar al-Fikr, 6 vols.
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Al-Khiraqi, ‘Umar ibn al-Husayn. (1413 AH). Matn al-Khiraqi ‘ala Madhhab Abi ‘Abd Allah
Ahmad ibn Hanbal al-Shaybani, Dar al-Sahabah lil-Turath.
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Al-Rafi‘i, ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad al-Qazwini. (n.d.). Fath al-‘Aziz bi-Sharh al-

Wajiz, Dar al-Fikr, 12 vols.

) a8 Gylla (gt o edldl) coial) £9)8 5 ol as (21431) deled (p bl e ¢ 3L .36
-z 14 ‘z\:xdzj\ g__f.'xﬁ\ )\J dh

Al-Ruyani, ‘Abd al-Wahid ibn Isma‘il. (1431 AH). Bahr al-Madhhab fi Furu* al-Madhhab
al-Shafi‘i; edited by Tariq Fathi al-Sayyid, 1st ed., Dar al-Kutub al-‘limiyyah, 14 vols.

Al-Zarkashi, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Misri al-Hanbali. (1413 AH). Sharh al-Zarkashi,
1st ed., Dar al-‘Ubaykan, 7 vols.
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Al-Zayla‘i, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Ali al-Hanafi. (1313 AH). Tabyin al-Haqa’iq Sharh Kanz al-
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