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Abstract

This theoretical-analytical study aims to explore the role of digital exposure to Hebrew in
developing oral fluency among Arab secondary school students in Israel. The study is
grounded in an educational and sociolinguistic problem represented by the gap between
learning Hebrew as a second language in Arab schools and students’ actual ability to use it
orally in academic, social, and professional contexts. The study adopts a theoretical
descriptive-analytical approach through a critical review of the literature and theories related
to second language acquisition, particularly the Input Hypothesis (Krashen, 1985), the
Interaction Hypothesis (Long, 1981), the Output Hypothesis (Swain, 1985), and
Sociocultural Theory (Vygotsky, 1978). The study also analyzes various forms of digital
exposure, including receptive digital content, interactive digital content, digital production
tools, and specialized educational applications. It further discusses the mechanisms through
which these forms may influence dimensions of oral performance: fluency, accuracy, and
complexity. The findings of the analysis indicate that guided digital exposure may contribute
to expanding linguistic input, increasing opportunities for interaction, reducing speaking
anxiety, and enhancing repeated oral production. However, the effectiveness of such
exposure is not achieved automatically; rather, it requires pedagogical guidance, structured
learning tasks, and consideration of students’ digital and identity-related differences. The
study concludes by proposing a conceptual framework that links digital exposure to the
development of oral fluency, while offering recommendations for policymakers, teachers,
and researchers.

Key Words: digital exposure, oral fluency, Hebrew as a second language, Arab students,
secondary education.
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