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RESEARCH TITLE

Territorial Resources and Prospects for Building the New Development
Model in the Dakhla-Oued Eddahab Region

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the role of territorial resources in building the new development
model in the Dakhla-Oued Eddahab Region, as a promising strategic area and a gateway
linking Morocco to its African depth. The study is based on a central problem concerning
how to valorize the region’s natural, economic, and human potentials and overcome the
constraints that limit its integration into national and continental development dynamics. The
study adopts a descriptive and analytical approach by examining the geographical and
demographic characteristics of the region and identifying its diverse territorial resources,
particularly marine wealth, agricultural potential, environmental and ecological assets,
cultural and heritage resources, as well as tourism, renewable energy, and logistics
opportunities. The findings show that the region possesses significant development assets,
represented in its geostrategic location, coastal extension, rich fisheries, biological diversity,
demographic growth, and major projects capable of enhancing its investment attractiveness.
However, the study also reveals several persistent constraints, most notably harsh natural
conditions, water scarcity, limited economic diversification, weak local industrialization, the
continued reliance on traditional patterns of resource exploitation, spatial isolation, and
some political and security challenges. The study concludes that the success of the new
development model in the region depends on adopting participatory territorial governance,
developing local value chains, strengthening integration between public and private actors,
and linking economic development to environmental sustainability and territorial justice. It
also emphasizes that transforming Dakhla-Oued Eddahab into an integrated economic,
logistical, tourism, and maritime hub requires a development vision that places people at the
heart of public policies and invests in the region’s strategic location to support Morocco’s
openness toward Africa.

Key Words: Territorial resources; New development model; Dakhla-Oued Eddahab Region;
Territorial governance; Sustainable development.
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