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RESEARCH TITLE

Historical Writing of the Present Time: Between Narrative
Structure and the Limits of Synthesis

Abstract

This study examines the problem of historical writing of the present time by questioning the
relationship between narrative structure and the limits of synthesis within a field of
knowledge marked by its temporal proximity to events and its entanglement with memory,
testimony, politics, journalism, and literature. The study proceeds from the assumption that
the history of the present time, despite its ability to broaden the horizons of historical
knowledge and restore significance to the event, the actor, and the witness, remains
governed by methodological and epistemological constraints that limit the possibility of
constructing a comprehensive and objective historical synthesis. The paper focuses on
clarifying the conceptual ambiguities associated with the present time, its temporal
boundaries, and the nature of the historical document within it, particularly oral testimony
and memoirs, as sources that combine individual memory with historical representation. It
also discusses the shift from relying on narrative structures toward the attempt to build
synthetic structures capable of interpreting present events without falling into the
glorification of testimony or drifting toward literary narration or direct political analysis.
The study concludes that historical writing of the present time can only be soundly
established through a critical and comparative method that interrogates memory, examines
narratives, and balances journalistic accounts, archival material, and living testimony. Such
an approach makes it possible to reach an interpretive synthesis that is closer to objectivity,
while remaining incomplete due to the contemporaneity of events and the short temporal
distance from them. Thus, the study affirms that the historian, when dealing with the present
time, is required to act as an investigator, comparator, and interpreter, rather than merely a
narrator of events or collector of testimonies.

Key Words: Present Time; Historical Writing; Historical Narrative; Historical Synthesis;
Testimony; Memory; Historian.
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