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RESEARCH TITLE

The Philosophy of Alternative Modernity and Trusteeship Consciousness
in Taha Abderrahmane’s Thought: A Critical Analytical Study

Abstract

This study examines Taha Abderrahmane’s philosophy of alternative modernity and
trusteeship consciousness. It argues that Abderrahmane does not reject modernity as
renewal, creativity, and institutional development. Rather, he criticizes its reduction to a
Western historical model that separates reason from action, freedom from responsibility, and
ethics from religion. The study adopts analytical, conceptual, critical, and comparative
methods, with special attention to Abderrahmane’s major works, especially Su’al al-Akhlaq,
Ruh al-Hadatha, Ruh al-Din, Bu's al-Dahraniyya, Din al-Haya’, and al-Mafahim al-
Akhlagiyya bayna al-I'timaniyya wa-l-‘Ilmaniyya. It also places his ethical critique in
dialogue with selected modern thinkers, including Alasdair MacIntyre, Jiirgen Habermas,
Charles Taylor, Wael B. Hallag, Hans Jonas, and Abdelwahab FElmessiri. The paper
concludes that the strength of the trusteeship paradigm lies in restoring ethics to the center of
human reason and action. Its main challenge, however, remains the need for clearer
institutional, political, educational, and technological mechanisms of implementation.

Key Words: Taha Abderrahmane; trusteeship paradigm; alternative modernity; trusteeship
consciousness; Islamic ethics; moral critique; modernity.
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