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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of satellite channels in shaping cultural identity in the
era of globalization, using news and comedy channels as a model. It sought to examine the
nature of the cultural and value-based content presented by these channels and the extent to
which such content is reflected in the behavior and cultural identity of the audience. The
study adopted the descriptive survey method and used a questionnaire as a tool for data
collection after it had been reviewed by a group of experts and specialists. The questionnaire
was administered to a random sample of 120 male and female students from the Department
of Media at the College of Arts, University of Kufa, during the academic year 2024—-2025.
The findings revealed that Arab news channels ranked first among the most-watched
channels by the sample members. The results also showed that most respondents spend
between three and four hours daily watching news and comedy programs, which increases
the likelihood of being influenced by repeated media messages. The study further indicated
that news channels focus more on political and economic content than on cultural content,
while comedy channels provide attractive entertainment content that is, to varying degrees,
influenced by imported culture. The findings also showed that these channels contribute to
reinforcing some aspects of globalization culture and to repeatedly presenting imported
values that may conflict with the specificity of local culture, including values related to
violence, extremism, consumerism, and behavioral patterns unfamiliar to society. The study
concluded that intensive exposure to news and comedy content through satellite channels
may contribute to reshaping the cultural identity of young people, especially in light of the
weakness of purposeful local media production. The study recommended the establishment
of Iraqi channels specialized in purposeful entertainment and comedy programs, as well as
the preparation of media professionals capable of producing balanced content that helps
protect cultural identity and promote positive values among audiences.

Key Words: Satellite channels, cultural identity, globalization, news channels, comedy
channels.
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