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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of implicative lexemes in legal contract language
through an applied semantic-syntactic analysis of administrative contracts included in the
Collection of Administrative Rulings for the Year 1443 AH issued by the Board of
Grievances in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study proceeds from the premise that legal
contract language is not limited to explicitly stated meanings, but also contains implicit
meanings required by words and structures, without which legal understanding and judicial
interpretation remain incomplete. The study adopts an inductive analytical approach
supported by quantitative statistical analysis, through identifying implicative lexemes,
classifying them, and analyzing their semantic and syntactic features. The findings reveal a
diversity of implicature patterns in contractual discourse, amounting to fourteen types, the
most prominent of which are lexical, terminological, dependent, contrastive, pragmatic, and
logical implicature. The study also shows that lexical, terminological, and dependent
implicature are strongly present in contractual texts because of their role in producing
unstated meanings and regulating legal obligations between contracting parties. The
semiotic analysis further indicates that most implicative nouns are characterized by the
feature of generality, whereas implicative verbs are predominantly marked by the features of
resultant occurrence, state, and continuity, reflecting the nature of legal language as a
language of regulation, obligation, and control. The study concludes that implicature
constitutes a central mechanism in achieving contractual precision and eliminating
ambiguity, and that overlooking its meanings may lead to misunderstanding and judicial
disputes. Therefore, the study recommends incorporating implicature into legal drafting
training programs and developing specialized legal dictionaries.

Key Words: implicature, implicative lexemes, legal contract language, administrative
contracts, legal linguistics, Board of Grievances.
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