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RESEARCH TITLE

Learning Loss among Basic Stage Students in Light of Compound Crises
and Digital Distractions, and Ways to Address It

Abstract

The study aimed to examine the reality of learning loss among basic stage students in
Jerusalem schools in light of compound crises and digital distractions, identify its main
causes, and propose appropriate educational remedies to reduce its effects. The study
adopted the descriptive approach using a mixed-methods design. Quantitative data were
collected through a questionnaire administered to a sample of 559 participants, including
school principals, teachers, and parents. Qualitative data were collected through 15 semi-
structured interviews with 5 principals, 5 teachers, and 5 parents. The findings revealed that
learning loss among basic stage students in Jerusalem is a clear and cumulative
phenomenon, manifested in weakness in basic skills, particularly in mathematics and
languages, and in the promotion of some students to higher grade levels without possessing
the necessary educational concepts and skills. The results also showed that compound crises,
including political, security, economic, and health-related tensions, have a high impact on
deepening learning loss, with a mean score of 4.39. This impact is reflected in weakened
psychological and educational stability, increased absenteeism, mobility difficulties, and
disruption of the regular educational process. The findings further indicated a high impact of
digital distractions on learning loss, with a mean score of 4.27, due to excessive use of
smartphones, electronic games, social media platforms, and the resulting decline in
concentration, motivation, and learning habits. The results also showed no statistically
significant differences in participants’ perceptions attributable to participant category, grade
level, or educational district. The study recommended adopting urgent and intensive
remedial programs, integrating psychosocial support into the school environment,
developing organized educational digital content, training teachers in strategies for
compensating learning loss, strengthening digital awareness and parental supervision, and
establishing a digital platform for remedial education that responds to the specific
educational context of Jerusalem.

Key Words: Learning Loss, Compound Crises, Digital Distractions, Jerusalem Schools,
Remedial Education.
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