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RESEARCH TITLE

The Interrogative Style in the Method of Abraham, the Friend of Allah, in
Argumentation and Proof, and Its Impact on Interpretation through Surat Al-An‘am

Abstract

This study aimed to examine the impact of the interrogative style in the method of Abraham,
peace be upon him, in establishing argumentation and proof, through analyzing the instances
of interrogation in his dialogue with his father and his people in Surat Al-An‘am. It also
sought to reveal the rhetorical and interpretive implications of interrogation in clarifying
meaning and strengthening argumentation. The study adopted the inductive analytical
method by tracing the interrogative verses related to the story of Abraham, peace be upon
him, in the surah, analyzing the interrogative particles and their purposes as presented in the
statements of Qur’anic exegetes, and explaining their impact on directing meaning and
highlighting the religious, rhetorical, and da‘wah-related objectives. The study showed that
interrogation in these contexts was not used merely to seek information; rather, it carried
various rhetorical purposes, most notably denial, rebuke, affirmation, alerting, astonishment,
and compelling the addressee to acknowledge the truth. The findings also revealed that the
interrogative style was an effective tool in constructing Abraham’s rational and logical
argument, as it exposed the invalidity of idol worship, demonstrated the idols’ inability to
bring benefit or harm, and directed the addressees to reconsider their beliefs through concise
and powerful discourse. The study concluded that Qur’anic interrogation in the story of
Abraham, peace be upon him, is closely connected to context and to rhetorical and
interpretive objectives. It represents a da‘wah methodology based on proof, addressing the
intellect, and awakening the awareness of the addressee. The study recommends expanding
research on interrogative styles in the stories of the prophets in the Holy Qur’an and
examining their impact on establishing argumentation and reinforcing doctrinal and
educational meanings.

Key Words: Interrogation, Abraham the Friend of Allah, Surat Al-An‘am, Argumentation
and Proof, Qur’anic Interpretation, Qur’anic Rhetoric.
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