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Abstract

The study seeks to analyze the evolution of the role of the state in the Arab-Islamic political
sphere, based on Joel Migdal’s approach to the strong and weak state and the strong and
weak society. It assumes that the state has undergone profound transformations, reflected in
four patterns: strength and weakness, intervention and withdrawal. The study adopts a
historical-analytical approach, structured around four main axes: First the role and functions
of the state before the colonial period, Second the transformations of the national state after
independence, Third the state’s interactions with the Arab Spring wave, and fourth, the
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which represented a pivotal moment highlighting the
state’s role in managing major crises. This contributed to restoring its significance as a
central actor in safeguarding public health and social security, after its traditional roles had
witnessed relative decline in earlier contexts.

Key Words: The Evolution, Role of the State, Political Society, Arab-Islamic World,
COVID-19.
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3 Joel Migdal (ed.), State Power And social forces: Domination And Transformation in the Third World, (Cambridge:

Cambridge university press, 1994), pp. 1-4.
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