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RESEARCH TITLE

The Strategic Importance of the Korean Peninsula in the Sino-Japanese
Contflict from the Sixteenth to the Nineteenth Century

Abstract

This study examines the strategic importance of the Korean Peninsula in the Sino-Japanese
conflict during the period extending from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century¢ as it
represented an intermediate region between two major regional powers in East Asia. The
study is based on the premise that Korea’s geographical location was not merely a natural
factor¢ but an active element in shaping the political¢ military¢« and cultural relations between
China and Japan. The study adopts the historical-analytical method by tracing Korea’s
geographical and civilizational position¢ its role in transmitting Chinese influences to Japan¢
and the manifestations of political and military competition between the two powers over the
peninsula¢ particularly during the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. The study
concludes that Korea served as a civilizational link and a strategic passage between the
Asian mainland and the Japanese archipelago« while also functioning as a buffer state within
regional balances of power. China viewed Korea as a forward defensive line for protecting
its eastern borders¢« whereas Japan regarded it as a necessary gateway for expansion toward
the Asian continent. The study also shows that the transformations of the nineteenth century«
particularly the rise of Japan and the decline of Chinese influence« transformed Korea from a
dependent sphere within the traditional regional order into an open arena of international
conflict. The study concludes that understanding the nature of Sino-Japanese relations
cannot be complete without recognizing the geopolitical and military significance of the
Korean Peninsula¢ which has remained a decisive factor in the balance of power in East
Asia¢ both historically and in modern times.

Key Words: Korean Peninsula« China¢ Japan¢ Sino-Japanese Conflictc East Asia¢ Strategic
Importance.
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